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That's why it’s so hard for me to quit. 


You can't seem to stop smoking. We understand. For most 

! people, smoking is a nicotine addiction. But the good news 
is, medical advances have been made in understanding it. 
Find out how medicine and behavioral support both may help 
you quit smoking. Now may be your time to quit for good. 


Find out how to quit smoking and about 
a prescription treatment option. ; \ 


Go to www.mytimetoquit.com 
or call 1-866-293-8724. 


JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT 


geo ON 3. MIAME 


sare —— =< tex : 
Me Hungry for more? MEET THE CHEFS AT bravotv.com/topchef gqgeeeuuee a 
= a ; mae ~ ae oe 


qguemaimiee 


bravotv.com =— 


LIFE 
TAKES 
VISA 


Complete triathlon 

Learn to survive in the wilderness 
Stand on the equator 

Ride a boat through a fjord 

Visit all 50 states 

Become financially independent 
Watch a meteor shower 


Tour MoMA with a personal guide 


See the NFL draft live 
VI sa fi GNATURE 


Whatever's on your list of things to do in life, do it better with Visa Signature. 
With exclusive packages at Pinehurst, it takes you places regular rewards cards 
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With the casket closing on The Sopranos, 
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Summer Music Preview 


mnt 


The Kelly Gang 


It saddens me that 
despite Kelly Clarkson’s 
talent, she still faces 
prejudice from people 
who are skeptical of her 
writing ability because 
she’s ayoung woman 
(“Kelly in Control”). 
What century are we 
in? Kelly should be com- 
mended for protecting 
her creative rights and 
standing her ground. 
Grace Chen 

Daly City, Calif. 


I loved the Kelly Clark- 
son cover and story 
(along with the Idolatry 
video!). It’s refreshing 
to know she’s not selling 
out, and it’s nice that 
there are good role mod- 
els out there for females. 
A. Chan 


San Francisco 


“Kelly should 


be commended 
for protecting 


her creative 
rights and 

standing her 
ground.” 


Grace Chen 
Daly City, Calif. 


Soul Mate 

Thanks for the article 
on Amy Winehouse 
(“Voice of the Beehive”). 
Her look and her hair 
are what drew me in, 
but her voice is what 
has kept me listening. 


Racine Oxtoby 
Truro, Mass. 


Fair Playlist 

I enjoyed your list of 
the 24 greatest rock 
songs (The Pop of King). 
Don’t agree with it, but 
loved it anyway. If noth- 
ing else, it will make me 
give some of those tunes 
another listen. I agree 
with Mr. King’s buddy 
about his recent col- 
umns being a downer, 
and I’m glad to have the 
old Uncle Stevie back. 


Tamara Stoops 
Staunton, Va. 


Stage Struck 

The Summer Music 
Preview receives almost 
20 pages, and the Tony 
nominations get less 
than a quarter page 
(News & Notes)? The 
Tony Awards are enter- 
tainment news, and I 
want my entertain- 
ment delivery system 
to tell me about it. I en- 
joy the theater reviews, 
so keep up the good 
work and carry through. 


Holly Caster 
Nyack, N.Y. 


CORRECTION In ques- 
tion No. 4 of our Pop 
Culture Personality 
Test, the photos of Ted 
Wass and Michael 
Stoyanov were mistak- 
enly flipped (SpotlighD. 


WRITE TO US! 


We want to know what 
you think. Send e-mails to 
ew_letters@ew.com or 
mail to 1675 Broadway, 
New York, NY 10019. 
Include your name, 
address, and telephone 
number. Letters may be 
edited for clarity or length. 


Customer Service and Subscriptions 
For 24/7 service, please use our website 
(www.ew.com/customerservice), or call 
1-800-828-6882. You can also write 
to ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY at P.O. 
Box 30608, Tampa, FL 33630-0608. 


2. 


Listen up: Whether you're a fan of Paul 
McCartney or Big & Rich, Velvet Re- 
volver or Kelly Clarkson, Rihanna or Nelly, 
you'll Jurve our Summer Music Preview. 


3. 


Join the conversations 
about Rescue Me, Top 
Chef, and your other favor- 
ite summer TV shows. 


You can’t spell news without EW. (Nooze?) 
From Mike Bruno’s early-morning roundup of 
the top stories in the trades to the riffs and 
musings on PopWatch, we bring news all day. 


——~ 
ip 


OBSESSIVE FAN = g 


Take another look 
at the Hollywood 
A-listers who have 
graced the Great 
White Way in recent 
years, and check out 
our coverage of this 
year’s Tony Awards. 


OF THE WEEK! 


It's not often that we receive an OFOTW submis- 
sion marked “Urgent!” but Mitchell Hallock of 
Trumbull, Conn., has good reason to crack the 
whip. This lifelong Indiana Jones fan just learned 
that Indy 4 will be shooting in nearby New Haven, 
and he and his sons Spencer (left) and Owen are 
looking for help to make “the ultimate dream come 
true—maybe be part of the 500 extras needed.” 
Guess it wasn't the last crusade after all. 
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24-Hour 
arty People 


Hollywood is center stage in the ‘08 
presidential race—and now the GOP 
wants to share the celebrity spotlight. 
BY BENJAMIN SVETKEY 


ILLUSTRATION BY SEAN McCABE 


ollywood is supposedly a roiling hotbed 
of liberal activism—but for some reason, 
the only entertainers often elected to 
high office are Republicans: Ronald 
Reagan. Arnold Schwarzenegger. Sonny Bono. 
The guy who played Gopher on The Love Boat... 
Not to mention Fred Thompson. The 64-year- 
old lawyer-turned-actor-turned-politician- 
turned-actor-again has spent the past five years 
playing an elected official on TV, appearing as DA 
Arthur Branch on NBC’s Law & Order. But on 
May 30, Thompson asked to be released from 
the show, fueling speculation about yet another 
career change—this one involving a run for 
president. The former Tennessee senator could 
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“Republicans’ 
attentionto 
Hollywood 
isdetinitely 
going to 
increase. 
It’slike 


prospectin 
orgold” 


—USC professor 
Jonathan Wilcox 


reveal his intentions the week of July 4. No 
matter what Thompson decides, one thing is 
perfectly clear: In this campaign, Hollywood 

is a key battleground for candidates from both 
parties—even those who don’t have career 
highlights posted on IMDb.com. 

The Dems mix with a flashy, power-player- 
infested crowd (Brett Ratner, Brian Grazer), and 
Republicans have famous friends of their own 
(Adam Sandler, Sylvester Stallone, Vince Vaughn). 
Conservatives don’t typically collect as much in 
Hollywood—though Kelsey Grammer did cut Rudy 
Giuliani a $4,600 check—but GOP candidates are 
now spending nearly as much time there as 
Hillary Clinton and Barack Obama. Giuliani has 
visited L.A. six times, Mitt Romney has dropped 
in twice, and Sen. John McCain has a trip planned 
in the coming weeks. “It’s not surprising to see 
Democrats in Hollywood this early,” observes a 
senior strategist for one of the Democratic 
candidates. “It’s 98 percent liberal. But seeing 
Republicans in Hollywood is something you don’t 
expect, especially this early, That’s unusual.” 

The reason for this surge in California’s 
political clout? A not-so-minor alteration in the 
primary schedule. This year the contest moved 
up to Feb. 5, joining numerous other states to 
create a Super-Duper Tuesday early in the cam- 
paign cycle. With voter approval up for grabs, 
California is now besieged by White House 
wannabes on both sides. This year, the battle has 
been fierce even by Hollywood’s ruthless stan- 
dards, with death matches between Clinton and 
Obama over David Geffen’s support—it went to 
the Illinois senator—and for Steven Spielberg’s 
endorsement (still undecided). 


Of course, Republicans don’t have as much 
practice sucking up to Hollywood as Democrats— 
in 2001 Senate hearings, McCain didn’t charm 
many in the movie industry by all but threatening 
censorship—so campaigning there is a little 
like parachuting behind enemy lines. Still, the 
stakes are too high not to try. For one thing, an en- 
dorsement from California’s popular Republican 
governor (who, we hear, used to be a celeb him- 
self) would offer a huge boost to any campaign. 
“What the governor has done may have some echo 
effects into the Republican presidential field,” 
says GOP strategist Rich Galen. “So the Republicans 
are having doors opened to them that they might 
not otherwise had opened. They owe it to Arnold.” 
And California is vast, with areas immune to even 
Spielberg’s and Geffen’s influence, especially 
when the race moves from the primary stage to 
the general election (Ronald Reagan carried the 
state in 1980 and 1984, as did George H.W. Bush in 
1988). “When you come to L.A. as a Republican 
candidate, it’s not about getting the entertain- 
ment industry,” explains Paramount president of 
worldwide distribution and marketing Rob 
Moore, a Giuliani supporter. “It’s about getting 
the broader network of L.A.-based professionals.’ 

“It’s a blue state, but these things tend to 
reset every few years,” adds Jonathan Wilcox, 
adjunct professor of communications at USC 
(and a speechwriter for former California 
governor Pete Wilson, another Republican). 
“Republicans’ attention to Hollywood is defi- 
nitely going to increase. It’s like prospecting for 
gold. They are going to try to succeed where 
others have failed.” m (Additional reporting by 
Vanessa Juarez and Nicole Sperling) 
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’ Afvartist’s rendering 
Of Wizarding World; 
Rotter star Daniel 
Radcliffe (left) 
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The less you pay, 
the better it feels. 


Last 
Flights Hotels Vacations Minute Trips 


Save today at CheapTickets.com or call 1-877-500-CTIX 
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ariehe Rising? 


Jericho's Lennie’ 
James and Ulrich 
. il up in arms 


A nutty, fan-driven campaign may have just saved the 
apocalyptic CBS drama. BY LYNETTE RICE 


CBS execs 
received over 
50,000 
pounds of 
peanuts from 
Jericho fans 
(including 
theone 
above) as 
aformof 
protest 
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core one for the fans! Sources say that 
Sore ticked off the small (but 

devout) fan base for its nuclear-fallout 
drama Jericho after canceling it last month—is in 
serious talks with Paramount TV to resurrect the 
series. After enduring weeks of protest e-mails 
and receiving, quite literally, tons of bagged 
peanuts (the nuts refer to a line from Jericho’s 
final episode, and also imply that CBS is nuts to 
drop the show), insiders said at press time that the 
network may order seven more episodes to air 
in early 2008. The hope is that star Skeet Ulrich 
and all but two or three cast members would 
return for season 2. Should the show’s viewership 
(9.2 million) build next year, Jericho could con- 
ceivably return in fall 2008 with a full 22-episode 
order. (A CBS spokesman declined comment.) 

Given that NBC earned praise for renewing 

critical hits like Friday Night Lights (which aver- 
aged an anemic 5.8 million viewers this season) 
and 30 Rock (5.4 million), it would be a savvy PR 
move for CBS to bring back Jericho. Plus, the 
network can continue its tradition of appeasing 
fans angry about the cancellation of a beloved 
program: It revived Cagney & Lacey in 1984 and 
Designing Women in 1987. Jericho’s comeback 
would also mark the first time since Family Guy’s 
2005 return to Fox—fueled primarily by big DVD 
sales and highly rated reruns—that passionate 
fans brought a show back from the dead. So what 
are you waiting for, Veronica Mars addicts? Start 
bombarding The CW with disposable cameras! 


Paris goes to jail Said the heiress: 
“Ernest got through this, and so will I.” 


Jon Lovitz to perform at Laugh Factory 

for the rest of his life The sentence was 
rendered by Judge Gallagher, who gaveled 
awatermelon to adjourn the proceedings. 


Tom Sizemore surrenders to authorities 
He, too, will be sentenced to 
the Laugh Factory for life. 


It’s so pure, 
it kind of makes you 
want to sleep 
with the more dangerous 
water across the aisle. 


Man facing up to three years in jail for 

uploading 24 episodes He’ll be 
sentenced to 40 minutes, and serve five— 
then they'll need his help to break up 
aneven more terrifying ‘Yes, Dear’ ring. 


On blog, drummer admits Police reunion 

concert in Vancouver sucked “Every little 
thing we dois TRAGIC! I said to Sting, 
‘Dude, don’t SUCK so close to me!’ Hoo!” 


Rosie compares fame to meth There are 
similarities: It feels good, it’s addictive, 
and eventually your nose falls off: 


Ah, indie film: 
where actors go to 
really stretch their legs. 


Four Georgia ladies sue Deal or No 
Deal, alleging illegal gambling 
When four Georgia ladies try to pull 
some wacky stunt, isn’t Meshach Taylor 
supposed to talk them out of it? 


1 Mike Tyson wants to try Bollywood 
movies He’s got the soprano for it. 


For all the latest headlines, pictures, and ridiculous 
Hollywood miscellany, visit popwatch.ew.com 
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NEWS+t+NOTES 


WONDER ‘WOMEN’ 


Break out the Jungle Red! This August, after 13 years of development delays, Murphy Brown creator Diane English finally starts shooting 
her remake of George Cukor’s 1939 classic, The Women. Here’s a look at some of English’s leading ladies. BY MISSY SCHWARTZ 


“ 


( : eile: 

S uN ‘ Py 4 
MEG RYAN CANDICE BERGEN EVA MENDES ANNETTE BENING 
Mary Haines Catherine Frazier Crystal Allen Sylvie Fowler 


“Annette brings an Old Holly- 
wood-type royalty that reminds 
' me of the original,” says Berney. 
And if anyone can pay proper 
homage to Rosalind Russell's 
scheming society dame who 
backstabs Mary, it’s the 
effortlessly classy Bening. 


Joan Crawford incarnated the 
social climber who steals Mary's 
husband. But exactly what makes 
the Ghost Rider star Crawford's 
rightful heir? “She's smokin’ hot,” 
laughs Berney. “And she's a really 
good actress. Also, it brings a 
great diversity to the cast.” 


The Boston Legal star (who worked 
with English on Murphy Brown) 

is in talks to play Mary Haines’ 
mother, originated by Lucile Watson 
as a frumpy, stand-by-your-man 
type. English's script has her as 
“an elegant woman in her fifties.” 
That sounds about right. 


The only actress who's been on board 
as long as English, Ryan takes on 
Norma Shearer's role as a socialite 
who learns her hubby is cheating. 
“To have her in a comedy again is 
great,” notes Bob Berney of Picture- 
house, the studio that's backing 
the flick. “It's a fantastic role for her.” 
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Trouble ‘On the Lot’ 


Fox’s much-hyped reality show from Steven Spielberg and Mark Burnett is 
desperate for viewers. Will it survive the summer? —Lynette Rice 
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It seemed like a spectacular idea: Oscar-winning director Steven Spielberg and reality-show 
mastermind Mark Burnett create a competition for aspiring movie directors. But the only spec- 
tacular thing about Fox's On the Lot so far has been its failure in the ratings: The first night of 
week 1 attracted 7.6 million viewers, a whopping 70 percent drop from American Idol's 
25.3 million lead-in. By week 2, the series earned an average of just 3.5 million viewers—and 
on May 31 Fox announced it would drop the live elimination episodes and condense the twice- 
weekly competition into one taped, Tuesday-night hour. “We're just trekking through,” says 
host Adrianna Costa, who replaced Chelsea Handler on the May 28 show. (Handler left to shoot 
her new E! talk show, Chelsea Lately.) Costa adds that the show—in which amateurs compete 

for a $1 million DreamWorks development deal—has “a concept you have to get used to.” 

But will viewers ever think it’s worth the trouble? Lot’s clunky on-air adjustments 

aren’t helping; In addition to the host switcheroo, six of the 24 filmmakers disappeared 

from the May 28 episode without explanation. (Fox calls it a “creative decision”; 
Spielberg and Burnett declined to comment.) Despite all this, Fox says Lot will air through 
mid-August and will average one elimination per week. For now, Costa—like the network— 
is pinning her hopes on the show’s pedigreed producers: “With names like Spielberg and 
Mark Burnett on it, you can’t go wrong.” (Additional reporting by Whitney Pastorek) 
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Myers in person; 
(inset) as his 
Guru character 


Return of the Mike 


Funnyman Mike Myers lines up three new films for a live-action 
comeback. Does this make you happy, baby? BY NICOLE SPERLING 


™ t’s been along time—nearly four years, to be 


) exact—since Mike Myers starred in a movie 


© that didn’t involve an animated green ogre. 


But a glance at his recent to-do list makes it 
clear that he’s ready to make a live-action 
comeback, with films that resemble the ambi- 
tious, character-driven hits that have helped 
him pull in nearly 2 beeeeelillion dollars at the 
box office over the years (see below). 

In August, Myers begins filming his role as 
Pitka—a swami-like relationship counselor— 
in The Love Guru. The part should be acinch 
for Myers, who has spent the past two years 
refining Pitka on stage at comedy clubs. “We 
couldn’t be happier [with Guru],” says Para- 
mount production prez Brad Weston. “[Pitka 
is] the next in a lifetime of memorable Myers 


characters.” After Guru, the 44-year-old actor 
has two long-gestating projects as potential 
follow-ups. He’s set to play the Who’s self- 
destructive drummer Keith Moon, who died of 
a drug overdose at age 32, in the biopic See Me, 
Feel Me: Keith Moon Naked for Your Pleasure. 
Producer Bill Gerber, who calls Myers’ take 
on the British rock star “spot-on,” says he’s 
waiting for a completed script. Myers also 
signed on to aremake of Danny Kaye’s 1947 
multicharacter comedy The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty last month; as with Feel Me, the 
script is not finished. (Producers hope to see a 
final draft by the end of summer.) So who will 
snag Myers first? “[Mike is] a genius,” says 
Gerber. “He always makes the right decision. 
I have faith he’ll make the right one again.” 
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THROUGH JUNE 3, 2007; DOMESTIC BOX OFF 


DEAL 
REPORT 


MOVIES 

#* Jim Carrey will star in 
the dark comedy I Love 
You Phillip Morris. Based 
on true events, it’s a man- 
goes-to-prison, man- 
meets-cellmate, man- 


CARREY | 


falls-in-love-with-cell- 
mate tale. Says producer 
Andrew Lazar, “It’s Don 
Quixote-like: It has this 
sense of whimsy, but at 
the same time, it’s a 
genuine relationship.” 


+ In an awesome comedy 
convergence, Jack Black 
and Michael Cera (Arrested 
Development) will star 

in Harold Ramis’ Year 
One—produced by Judd 
Apatow (Knocked Up) and 
scripted by current Office 
writers Gene Stupnitsky 
and Lee Eisenberg. “It’s 
3000 B.c.,” explains Stup- 
nitsky, “and Black plays 
the lazy hunter-gatherer 
[who] becomes the first 
modern man.” 


+ Songstress Ciarais 
ready to pulla Beyoncé 
and cross over into film. 


She’ll play an R&B artist 
in an adaptation of the 
musical Mama, I Want 

to Sing! “Her mother 
[Lynn Whitfield] is an 
evangelist preacher,” says 
producer Jeff Clanagan. 
“They drift apart [and] 
ultimately reconcile.” 
—Vanessa Juarez 
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IT’S TIME FOR AN 
INTERVENTION 


On June 3, L.A. hosted the ,and the funnymen of Hollywood provided 
more red-carpet disasters than we could fit on this page. In an effort to stem the schlubby tide of what 
we’ve dubbed “the Apatow Effect,” EW presents the following manifesto. 


Tiel 


_ Ky 


Seth 

Kevin Rogen 
Sloe jucenrte 
with pe And allits 

Cash Hk friends. 


tips 


Gentlemen, we are 
finished. Finished with 
you confusing thrift- 
store T-shirts for edgy 
fashion, insisting that 
faded jeans can be nice 
pants, and forgetting 
the difference between 
sneakers and shoes. We 
understand that Knocked 
Up and its message of 
slobby-dude supremacy 
have given you ideas, but 
it’s a movie, and it’s not 


Kevin 
Smith 


There are no 


«, Words. But real. If your female counter- 
‘egads” comes 
to mind. parts must squeeze 


their bodies into all 
sorts of ergonomically 
undesirable clothing 


Andy devices—and smile— 
Samberg you could at least be 
Wurdbreaking bothered to shower. Lose 
everywhere the scruff, brush the hair, 


take off the ball caps for 
a start. And never, ever 
\ tell a reporter that your 
goal for the evening is 
“to not look like | got 
dressed up for the 
Movie Awards.” 

It’s funny, Andy Sam- 
berg...but it ain’t right. 


Dane Cook 
Like the 
Terminator 
on Western 
night 


" CITIZEN 


Eco-Drive 


UNSTOPPABLE. 


MICHAEL WALTRIP IS. 


So is his Citizen Eco-Drive. 


Fueled by light, 
it never needs a battery. 


IT’S UNSTOPPABLE. 


Just like the people who wear it. 


NEWS+NOTES 


EXPECTING 


Borat’s 


O05 
——> 4 andhis 
| fiancée, 
(Wedding Crash- 
ers), 31, will greet their 
first child this winter. 


SPLITS 


Gridiron Gang’s 

(né Dwayne 
Johnson), 35, and his 
wife, Dany Garcia, 38, 
the CEO ofa wealth- 
management firm, 
announced June 1 that 
they will divorce after 
10 years of marriage... 

(Curb 

a Your Enthu- 


~ a siasm), 59, 
™)) and his wife 


i y of 14 years, 
e activist/pro- 
ducer (An 


Inconvenient Truth), 49, 
have separated. 


EXEC SHUFFLE 


NBC’s recently hired 
entertainment co- 
chair, , 36, 
has promoted 

, 34—who helped 


develop Heroes—to 
president of NBC 
Universal Television 
Studio. Pope replaces 
, 45, 
who’s expected to 
become head of 
NBC U’s London unit.... 
Following the depar- 
ture of exec 
after his May 6 
domestic-assault arrest, 
HBO has named COO 
as its new 
chairman and CEO. 


COURTS 


On May 31, book pub- 
lishers Simon & Schus- 
ter and former CIA 
agent 

, 44, sued the 
CIA. They claim the 
government is trying to 
block the use of perti- 
nent information in her 
memoir, Fair Game, 
which is due in 
October... ; 
46, will not be charged 
with assault for the 
April 24 incident in 
London in which he 
threw a container of 
beans at a photogra- 
pher. “The minimal 
nature of the alleged 


PARIS HILTON GOES TO JAIL 


Shortly after appearing at the MTV Movie Awards, Paris 
Hilton, 26, traded in her high-end labels for orange inmate garb 
and checked herself into an L.A. county jail on June 3. The 
hotel heiress will serve at least 23 days for violating probation 
after a 2006 drunk-driving charge. Said Hilton (above, in her 
booking photo) ina statement, “I need to take responsibility 
for my actions.” Well, there’s a first time for everything. —LS 


assault and the lack of 
premeditation” were 
key to the decision, 
says a police rep.... 
(Criminal 
Minds), 37, 
was arrested 
on suspicion 
of DUI June 
lin L.A. The 
actor, who was stopped 
for speeding, is expect- 
ed to appear in court 
June 26. Moore’s rep 
could not be reached 
for comment.... Inan 


By George, He’s Back! 


The Grey's Anatomy finale may have left fans with lots of questions, 
but now at least George O'Malley champions can breathe easy: T.R. 
Knight (left) is expected to return to the ABC series, silencing 
rumors that he wouldn't come back for season 3. According 
to an insider close to the negotiations, Knight has agreed 


toanew contract that would boost his salary to roughly 


$125,000 per episode with asmall piece of the 
show's profits (pay hikes were also granted to most of 


his costars). At press time, there was no word on the 
fate of Isaiah Washington, whose character 
presumably fled in the finale. “A cliff-hanger is meant 
to keep the audience in anticipation,” demurred an 
ABC Television Studio spokeswoman. —Lynette Rice 


appeal spearheaded by 
Fox Television, a feder- 
al appeals court ruled 
against the FCC on 
June 4, stating that 
stations and networks 
cannot be fined for ac- 
cidental use of obscene 
language. The panel, 
which noted that even 
President Bush has 
been heard using exple- 
tives on television, 
called the FCC’s crack- 
down “arbitrary and 
capricious.” Said the 
FCC ina statement: “If 
we can’t restrict the use 
of [expletives]...Holly- 
wood will be able to say 
anything they want, 
whenever they want.” At 
press time, the FCC had 
yet to decide whether 
or not they will appeal. 


AILING 


, 41, 
broke a shoulder and 
rib May 31in Stephen- 
ville, Tex. The actor 
was thrown froma 
bull while taping the 
August CMT series 


Ty Murray’s Celebrity 
Bull Riding Challenge. 
He was released froma 
hospital later that day. 


DEATHS 
4 Author 


(Bang the 
Drum 
Slowly), 84, 
of complications from 
Alzheimer’s disease, 
May 30, in Santa 
Barbara. Says actor 
Michael Moriarty, who 
starred in Drum’s 1973 
film adaptation: “He 
was an extraordinary 
American, [and] he was 
profoundly humble.”... 

31, 
member of 90s R&B 
group Hi-Five, of 
undetermined causes, 
June 1, in Waco, Tex.... 
Actor (The 
Elf Who Saved Christ- 
mas), 77, of diabetes, 
May 26, in Woodland 
Hills, Calif. —Lindsay 
Soll, with additional re- 
porting by Beth Johnson 
and Karen Leigh 
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SILL NOAM 


FRIENDS AT HOME. ENEMIES IN THE RING. WHO WILL BE LEFT STANDING? 


¥ FIGHT GIRLS ¥ 


paamasoe | NEW REALITY SERIES sama 


TUESDAYS at 10:30/9:30C stants JUNE 12 ete mats 


oxygen 


Swift, through and through. 


‘The Accord Coupe 


At the heart of every Accord V-6 Coupe is Honda’ passion for racing and high performance. From 
the athletic 244-hp engine to the race-inspired suspension, every part is built to go the distance. 


honda.com 1-800-33-Honda EX-L V-6 model shown. ©2006 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. 


SPOTLIGHT 


Kyra Sedgwick is trying to compose 
herself. She was fine a minute ago, With 
pleasantries barely exchanged and = 
refreshments offered, the 41-year-old rs 
folded her delicate limbs on the céuch ti 
her Hollywood trailer and began.to talk 
about spending half the yearin L.A, 

etromle’ family in New York City. 

ame what seems like an immecuous 

Ow’s it working? 


\ 
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Da ™ oi 


Point of order: 
Sedgwick in 
The Closer 


“Um...you know, it’s working out really well. I 
think so far the kids are...great,” she said, her eyes 
welling, her voice cracking as she chased away 
threatening tears. “I miss them terribly. Terribly.” 
Let’s give her a moment. Because if Sedgwick 
could speak right now, she’d probably tell you that, 
professionally, she’s better than ever. Her TNT 
cop drama, The Closer, launches its third season 
June 18 (Mondays at 9 p.m.) as an unqualified cable 
hit—with an average 6.6 million viewers. Her por- 
trayal of the show’s steel-magnolia homicide 
deputy chief, Brenda Leigh Johnson, garnered an 
Emmy nod and won her a Golden 
Globe. Plus, she just wrapped The 
Game Plan, acomedy in which she 


“Whatis really 


leaving. It wasn’t always that way. When youre part 
of a couple—an 18-plus-year partnership like 
Sedgwick and Bacon’s—you make compromises. 
Theirs: While one took a job, the other stayed home 
with the kids. Which would’ve been perfect, but 
Sedgwick’s husband works a lot (says Duff: “They 
don’t play Six Degrees of Kevin Bacon for noth- 
ing”). So after early acclaim in films like 1989's 
Born on the Fourth of July, 1992’s Singles, and 1995's 
Something to Talk About, Sedgwick took a back- 
seat. “I have spent a lot of time saying no to things— 
Ihave,” she says, “I don’t think [Kevin] wanted to 
see me do that with [The Closer].” It was her turn. 

And the TNT series came along at the perfect 
time. The kids were getting older and Sedgwick 
was turning 40—the age at which many actresses 
come into their own just as the parts dry up. It’s 
also when many actresses consider enhancements 
like Botox, lip collagen, even plastic surgery. Would 
Sedgwick? “Absolutely,” she declares. “Because 
I’ma big believer in ‘whatever makes you feel 
better” Because I’m ina business where my face is 
really important.... Because what is really the dif- 
ference between putting makeup on and having 
stuff shot into your face?” 

But before Sedgwick could lament the plight of 
aging actresses—and her own future—in Holly- 
wood, along came The Closer’s Brenda, a dewy 
Southern honeycomb, all sweetness and sting. “I 
love that you get to see her be this 
tough-assed strong woman...who 
doesn’t apologize for her power in 


costars with The Rock as his sports the d iffe rence _ herworkspace, and then be fragile 
agent—a part she landed on the and girly and broken in other 
strength of her resurgent career. “I between places,” she says. The fact that such a 
don’t think I would’ve gotten of- putti ng part comes in a procedural drama is, 
fered [the movie] without audition- ma keu p on frankly, shocking. “I’ve been offered 
ing had it been a couple of years ago,” ; those Law & Orders over the years,” 
she says. “Never in a million years.” and havi ng she reveals. “I sat down with Dick 
But this is Hollywood, and as nice stuff shot into Wolf and said, ‘Is it going to be 
as plum roles and gold statues are, 53 character-driven?’ He said, ‘No. It’s 
true love is a fat paycheck. So when your face . plot-driven.’ I was like, ‘Thanks, but I 


the third-season contract renegoti- 
ation was completed, Sedgwick walked away with 
roughly $250,000 an episode, making her one of 
the highest-paid actresses on TV. But she also 
wanted something else, recalls series creator 
James Duff, who has become a friend. She needed 
assurance that the people who help her bring 
Brenda to life—the ones for whom she leaves be- 
hind son Travis, 17, daughter Sosie, 15, and hus- 
band Kevin Bacon, 48—are as committed to the 
series as she is. “When she was going through her 
renegotiation, Kyra [asked me], ‘Will you stay with 
this?’” recalls Duff. “And I said, ‘Of course.” As 
Sedgwick puts it, “[The Closer] is a family... Ineed 
to feel comfort, especially when I’m away from my 
[real] family—and family, to me, is not leaving.” 
Which explains the tears. Because Sedgwick’s 
recent success has hinged on precisely that— 
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can’t. It just wouldn’t work for me. 

It’s with a certain irony, then, that Sedgwick is 
the face of TNT, as the network moves from Law & 
Order morgue to creator of original content. On 
the shoulders of The Closer, the channel launches 
two dramas this summer: Heartland and Saving 
Grace. But ask how she feels about being powerful 
enough to jump-start a cable network, and you 
get...ambivalence. “It certainly wasn’t one of my 
goals. I don’t know, it’s great. I’m thrilled for them.” 

“Listen,” she says, before we carry this notion of 
ambivalence too far, “I love this character more 
than anything I’ve played, other than Olivia in 
Twelfth Night on Broadway.” But not even a career- 
defining role erases her “mother guilt.” “My son is 
going to college next year.... When you spin it like, 
‘Omigod, this is so many years, how, how will you do 
it?’ I don’t know.... One day at a time, really.” 


Kyra 
Sedgwick’s 
MUST LIST 


Fes > 
~ 


a 
‘Hot Fuzz’ 2007 


“Hysterical and brilliant,” 
Sedgwick raves. “Probably 
the kind of movie you can 
see over and over and 
[find] new things to love 
and laugh at.” 


Chris Matthews 

“Of the pundits, | dig him 
the most. | used to love 
Dan Rather. He told me | 
had pretty hands. Anyone 
who tells me | have pretty 
hands...because | have 
the ugliest hands.... 
Rather was a smart 
reporter. But he's gone, 
so | like Chris Matthews.” 


‘What Cops Know’ 
1990 Connie Fletcher's 
book captures “a group of 
Chicago cops talking 
about the personal nature 
of homicide detecting. 
It's fascinating.” 


‘Babel’ 2006 “An amaz- 
ing observation on the 
human condition. To me 
it was a movie about 
how...there’s hope to heal 
the wounds we inflict on 
each other.” 
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Overseas Sensation 


loan Gruffudd 


The classically trained actor finds Hollywood stardom to be a Fantastic voyage 


Welsh-born Ioan Gruffudd (pronounced Yo-an Griffith) makes no apologies for wanting his 
unusually spelled name to be a boldfaced one. “A lot of my peers want an opportunity to really 
act, but that side of my actor’s ego is satisfied,” says Gruffudd, 33, best known as the swash- 
buckling hero of A&E’s HORATIO HORNBLOWER (1999-2003). Now reprising his role as Mr. 
Fantastic, the geek-stud at the center of FANTASTIC FOUR: RISE OF THE SILVER SURFER, he 
calls it “a chance to play a leading man, and that’s something I could do the rest of my life.” 
Gruffudd was said to be up for the ne plus ultra of leading men: Bond. “It was a delicious 
rumor,” sighs Gruffudd, who says 007 wasn’t in the cards because of his commitment to don 
Fantastic spandex. That doesn’t stop him from praising Daniel Craig in Casino Royale: “I be- 
lieved this guy was a trained killer who would beat the s--- out of you.” Meanwhile, Gruffudd’s 
content to wait as long as it takes for the role that will send him into the stratosphere. “The 
blessing with us guys,” he says, “is we get sexier as we get older.” —Christine Spines 


Eva Mendes 
My Most Embarrassing Role 


“If you want to experience some truly terrible acting on my part— 
basically a guide to what not to do on screen—| suggest you rush 
out and rent Children of the Corn V right away,” laughs Mendes of 
her 1998 film debut. The now-seasoned star of Hitch, Ghost Rider, 
and current release The Wendell Baker Story dissects the horror 

| of learning on the job: “The scene when | find out my boyfriend 
killed himself? | beg you to remember that it was my first time on 
camera ever, and everybody's got to get their start somewhere." 


Rising Star 


Nancy's pal Corky in 
Nancy Drew (June 15) 
clues us in to why 
Leno is his hero 


Acting in commer- 
cials since age 4 has 
given Josh Flitter, 
12, akind of Zen per- 
spective: “When | 
didn’t get a part, I'd 
go, ‘I didn't get that 
because something 
even better's going 
to happen.” Sure 
enough, his 2003 
pilot, My Life With 
Men, wasn't picked 
up by ABC, but then 
he landed 2005's 
The Greatest Game 
Ever Played. Jay 
Leno sawit, loved 
Flitter’s know-it-all 
character, and in- 
vited him on The 
Tonight Show— 
which led to the New 
Jersey native's next 
role: “[Nancy Drew 
producer Jerry 
Weintraub] saw me 
and said, ‘I need 
that kid.’ Originally, 
the part was this 
gawky teen. Jerry 
said, ‘If you do this 
part, I'll rewrite 

the role,” recalls 
Flitter, who's also 
in July 3's License 
to Wed. “| gotta 
thank Jay Leno for 
having me on!” 
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Cho on Lauper 
“I loved [‘Girls 
Just Want to 
Have Fun’]so 
much! That’s 
always been 
the theme of 
my life.” 
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The Conversation 


CYNDILAUPER 
& MARGARET CHO 


The girl who just wants to have fun and the girl who just wants to make us laugh meet for the first time 
as they prep to headline the True Colors Tour, benefiting gay-rights groups. BY ADAM B. VARY 


CYNDI LAUPER Margaret, you 
make me laugh so hard. Every time 
you start talking about your mother, | 
start crying. 


MARGARET CHO She's going to 
come to a bunch of the tour dates. 
She loves you. 


CLA lot of moms like me because | 
put my mom in my videos. She will 
come to the New York show on June 
18. When | played the Garden for the 
first time [in 1986], she brought 
about 50 people. Not everybody's 
mother has a posse. 


MC | got asked to [host the tour], 
and | said yes right away, because 
to me this is everybody that-| 
want to see all in one place. 


CL In Atlanta, we're there on gay 
pride, and | want to do the parade. 


MC | wish we could do the parade in 
every city. It's the perfect thing. 


CL There are drag queens who dress 
up like me. |am a drag queen. 


MC Well, a drag icon. You're 
not a drag queen. 


CL Oh, yes | am! | guess | 
always ran away from 
being an icon. 


MC Well, the gay community 
is so important to me not just be- 
cause of being a gay icon. That's why | 
love this show, because it gives us an 
opportunity to all come together. 


CL That's what the whole thing is 
about; it's about celebration and pride 
and respect.... And Rosie [O’Donnell]'s 
going to play drums [during my set]! 


MC That's so cute! She can play? 


CL She can play. And she always 
loved “Girls Just Want to Have 
Fun.” Always, always, always. 


MC You know, | used to have 
my hair like [yours in the video]. 
| had cut it, shaved the side, 
dyed it pink—it takes forever 
to dye my hair pink, because | 
have to bleach it out first. 


CL Me too. | have to bleach my 
hair. Gawd knows what color my hair 
really is now. | ain't seen it. 


MC | saw you on Friday Night Videos, 
because | didn't have MTV. | remember 
the “Time After Time” video. | was 
excited because you had an Asian girl 
in it, and | thought, Oh, my God, I'm 
included in the revolution! 


CL When | used to watch MTV, it 
bugged me because with black people, 
there were no white people, and with 
white people there were no black peo- 
ple. So | figured I'd elbow my way in. 
Those are my friends in the video. 


MC It looks like your friends. Was 
Captain Lou Albano in that? 


CL Yeah, of course. He was into 
piercing before it was a big thing. 


MC My whole stomach and back and 
both my arms are totally tattooed. 


CL | always wanted to get another 
one right on my butt. 


MC Oh, you should! 


CL Well, my husband gets a little 
[bothered by the idea]. But he's 

been busy, and I've been away, and | 
figure, | go on the tour, by the time | 
come back it’s really...old news. It's my 
butt, anyway. 


Lauper onCho 

“| heard you 
talking tspout 
gay rights], 
and it moved 
me. That’s why 
Il wanted youon 
the tour.’ 


PHOTOGRAPH BY JENNIFER ROCHOLL 
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Ithaugt twas depression. 


Turns out depression. 
was only half the problem. 


There were times when | was sad 
and hopeless—! couldn't enjoy the 
things | used to—often for weeks 
or months at a time. But there were 
other times when it wasn't that way. 


There was another side. 


i 
AstraZeneca’ =——— 


There were times when | was “up"—way up. | was also extremely irritable. 


My thoughts were racing a mile a minute. | talked so fast, no one 


could get a word in edgewise. | didn’t know what was wrong. 


Fortunately, my doctor did... 


] had bipelar disorder 


Bipolar disorder consists of extreme mood swings— episodes of downs 


(depression) and ups (mania). And although there is no cure for bipolar 


disorder, effective treatments are available. 


My doctor prescribed SEROQUEL. He said SEROQUEL is the only medication approved to 


treat the depressive episodes and the acute manic episodes in bipolar disorder. 


Important Safety Information About 
SEROQUEL: This is not a complete summary of safety 
information. Please discuss the full Prescribing Information 
with your health care provider. 


Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis (having 
lost touch with reality due to confusion and memory loss) 
treated with this type of medicine are at an increased risk 
of death, compared to placebo (sugar pill). SEROQUEL is 
not approved for treating these patients. 


Antidepressants have increased the risk of suicidal 
thoughts and actions in children and teenagers. All 
patients starting treatment should be watched closely 
for worsening of depression, suicidal thoughts or 
actions, unusual changes in behavior, agitation, and 
irritability. Families and caregivers should watch 
patients daily and report these symptoms immediately 
to the physician. SEROQUEL is not approved for 
patients under the age of 18 years. 


A rare, but potentially fatal side effect reported with SEROQUEL 
and medicines like it, is neuroleptic malignant syndrome 
(NMS). Tell your doctor if you have very high fever; rigid 
muscles; shaking; confusion; sweating; changes in pulse, 
heart rate, or blood pressure; or muscle pain and weakness 
because treatment should be stopped if you have NMS. 


Another serious side effect reported with SEROQUEL and 
medicines like it is tardive dyskinesia (TD) —uncontrollable 
movements of the face, tongue, or other parts of the body. 
TD may become permanent, and the risk of TD is believed to 
increase as the length of time on and the amount of these 
medications increase. While TD can develop in patients 
taking low doses for short periods, this is much less 
common. There is no known treatment for TD, but it may go 
away partially or completely if treatment is stopped. 


High blood sugar and diabetes have been reported with 
SEROQUEL and medicines like it. If you have diabetes or risk 
factors such as obesity or a family history of diabetes, ask 
your doctor about checking your blood sugar before starting 


SEROQUEL is a registered tredemark of the AstraZeneca group of companies. © 2007 AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals LP. All rights reserved. 245681 4/07 


SEROQU Et: has helped me feel better 


Since taking SEROQUEL for my bipolar depression, I've seen an improvement 
in my overall quality of life and satisfaction with my everyday activities and 


relationships with my friends and family. 
Ask your doctor about SEROQUEL. 


You can go to SEROQUEL.com to take a Mood Questionnaire to review with 
your doctor. It can be a good first step in recognizing possible symptoms of 
bipolar disorder. No questionnaire can take the place of a thorough evaluation by 
a health care professional. Only your doctor can diagnose bipolar disorder and 


recommend appropriate treatment for you. 


For more information call 1-888-55-BIPOLAR (1-888-552-4765) 
or visit SEROQUEL.com 


Ifyou are without prescription coverage and can't afford your medication, AstraZeneca may be able to help. 


SEROQUEL and throughout treatment. If you develop symptoms 
of high blood sugar or diabetes, such as excessive thirst or 
hunger, increased urination, or weakness, contact your doctor. 
Complications from diabetes can be serious and even 

life threatening. 


An eye exam for cataracts is recommended at the beginning of 
treatment and every 6 months thereafter. Tell your doctor if you 
have a history of or are at risk for seizures. Since drowsiness has been 
reported with SEROQUEL, you should not participate in activities 
such as driving or operating machinery until you know that you 
can do so safely. Avoid drinking alcohol while taking SEROQUEL 
because SEROQUEL increases the effects of alcohol. Avoid 
becoming overheated or dehydrated while taking SEROQUEL. 


The most common side effects are dry mouth, drowsiness, 
sedation, dizziness, weakness, constipation, abdominal pain, 
sudden drop in blood pressure when standing, sore throat, weight 


® 
gain, abnormal liver tests, upset stomach, and sluggishness. 3 Serog uel 


Please see Brief Summary including Boxed Warnings on adjacent pages. quetiapine fumarate 


ieee —€ 


Please read this summary carefully and then ask your doctor about SEROQUEL. No advertisement can provide all the information needed to determine if a drug is right for you. 
This advertisement does not take the place of careful discussions with your doctor. Only your doctor has the training to weigh the risks and benefits of a moet jon drug. 


SEROQUEL? At bocenen ueeerais) Tablets 
BRIEF SUMMI Information—Before 
Information. 


Increased Mortality in Elderly Patients with Dementia-Related Psychosis 

Elderly patients with dementia-related psychosis treated with atypical antipsychotic drugs are at an increased risk 
of death compared to placebo, Analyses of seventeen placebo-controlied trials (modal duration of 10 weeks) in these 
patients revealed a risk of death in the drug-treated patients of between 1.6 to 1.7 times that seen in placebo-treated 
patients, Over the course of a typical 10 week controlled trial, the rate of death in drug-treated patients was about 
4.5%, compared to a rate of about 2.6% in the placebo group. Although the causes of death were varied, most of the 
deaths to be either (eg, heart failure, raghen aap Lenin fal 


, Please consult complete Prescribing 


appeared cardiovascular 
SEROQUEL (quetiapine) is not sporoved tor the treatment of patients with Dementia: 
Antidepressants increased the risk of aie rico and behavior (sui- 


be observed closely for clinical worsening, 
suicidality, or unusual changes in behavior, Families and caregivers should be advised of the need for close observa- 
tion and communication with the prescriber, SEROQUEL is not approved for use in pediatric patients. [See WARNINGS 
and PRECAUTIONS, Pediatric Use}. 


pre henpsace alee elied ped every moana cle hegre stoner aig 
depressive disorder (MD disorder (OCD), 


INDICATIONS AND USAGE 
Bipotar Disorder - SEROQUEL is indicated for the ca of both: 


* depressive episodes associated with bi 
See 3 Oni ameter Ot Xi ent be ay 0 Rai 


* acute manic episodes associated bipolar | 
ae ee ae 
. Effectiveness has Mr pen ciciakan ted Wacitiktinesbatwds 
thn lg eo ocr ela elas gaa meg bogey nite te 
therapy tral of bipolar | patients initially hospitalized for up to 7 pb ge agra gar ed any Br 
evaluated in clinical trials for more than 12 weeks in monotherapy 3 weeks in adjunct therapy, The physician who elects 
Dipolar dsorer should perodesy reo te ang tame rte and bends of Be diy for 


pr ae SEDO inca es ea tin EOL asap vs ies 
-termn (6-week) controlled trials of schizophrenic inpatients, The effectiveness of SEROQUEL in use, that is, for more 
ernie ed pote ca age empertiay terlornd yg serial to use SEROQUEL for 
extended panods should periodically re-evaluate the long-term usefulness of the drug for the individual patient. 


CONTRAINDICATIONS: SEROQUEL is contraindicated in individuals with a known hypersensitivity to this medication or any 


of its ingredients, 
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eing one or the 


most famous men on earth comes with its share of 
problems. You can’t take your kids to the playground. 
There are no fomantic sunset Walks on the beach. And 
that backyard barbecues rorget about it. The simple 
pleasures just evaporate. Like, say, sneaking a smoke 
while waiting for your buddy George Clooney in a villa out- 
side Cannes. “Sorry about this,” Brad Pitt says, contort- 
ing his body into a mess of angles and elbows to hide 
behind a low wall and light up. “Actually, I’m less worried 
about the paparazzi catching me than someone, ahem, 
who doesn’t know | still smoke once in a while.” (Sorry if 
we blew your cover, dude...but Angie’s a forgiving woman, 
right?) Welcome to life on Planet Celebrity, which today 
finds its capital at the Hétel du Cap in the hills near 
Cannes. The 1870s estate—cash only, absurdly opulent, 
and set high above the Mediterranean Sea, where 
dozens of paparazzi boats prowl—is the temporary home 
to more than a dozen stars during the 2007 Cannes film 
festival. But the Big Two, the ones who really matter, 
are the man currently huddled in the corner like a 

wet lemur and the guy running late to the interview. 

So what do two men who so completely embody the 
modern American male ideal have to say? For the next 
hour, over club sandwiches and gazpacho, they will 

talk about their new movie (Ocean’s Thirteen, in every 
theater near you on June 8), their new lives (with family 
and without), the nature of stardom, and how to school 
youngsters in basketball. But for this one precious 
moment, Pitt just puffs away, extinguishing the cigarette 
only when Clooney—immaculate in a white linen shirt 

and khaki dress pants—dashes in, fuming at his friend. 
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Clooney [To Pitt] You bastard! 

What? 

Clooney I did all these interviews right after you. 
And all the reporters told me, “Brad said you did 
the movie for the money”! 

[Laughs] I did. Believe I saidit was all for the cash. 
Clooney Brutal! [Laughs] How ya doin’? 
Entertainment Weekly Good, thanks. So I’ve heard 
that you guys call this movie Ocean’s Thirteen: The 
One We Should Have Made Last Time. 

Credit where credit is due. That was [director] 
Steven Soderbergh’s line. 

Clooney Steven actually wanted to bill it that way, but 
I don’t think the studio was so thrilled with that. It 
f---s up the boxed set. 

EW But it does get to a legitimate point, which 
was that people weren’t so fond of Ocean’s Twelve. 
Other than for money, why make another one? 
Clooney You know, more than anything we wanted 


MELINDA SUE GORDON (3) 


Pitt and Clooney 
amuse themselves 
between takes on 
Ocean's Thirteen 


another crack. We wanted to go out on a stronger 
note—and we felt like we had a great way to do it, 
which was revenge. 

I thought you're a pacifist, George. 
Clooney Well, the movie really is a cry for peace. 
EW Did you know the bad reviews were coming for 
Twelve? 
Clooney [Laughs] No! I thought we did good, and 
I’m living in my own... 

..world of delusions. 
Clooney That was the funniest part. All ofasudden 
we started getting bad reviews and we were like, 
“Really?” 

Totally surprised. 
Clooney I had the same thing happen on The Good 
German. I thought it was really good and we got 
slaughtered. It’s the worst-reviewed movie that 
Steven or I have ever been involved in. Steven was 
like, “I don’t get it.” 


Clooney 
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“You bastard!” 


“T did all these interviews right after you. 


And all the reporters told me, 


‘Brad said you did the movie 
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for the money 


That’s why you have to do what I do. Don’t read 
‘em. I know how I feel about the movies and that’s 
good enough for me. 

EW [ notice you ditched Julia Roberts and Cather- 
ine Zeta-Jones. You clearly thought the girls were 
the problem. 

Clooney Tell me about it. But the thing is, it’s not 
just that they were a problem onscreen. Onset they 
were brutal. You know them, right? 

EW Oh, sure. We hang out a// the time. 

Clooney So you know why we got rid of them. 

EW But you added Ellen Barkin and Al Pacino. 

Well, Pacino just gave us alittle respectability, 

you know? Something that we needed. 
Clooney And he learned a lot from us. He was there 
to learn. I felt that sometimes you'd look at him and 
he’d just look up at you with puppy-dog eyes, like, 
“Thank you. Seriously.” 

Iremember him wandering around the set say- 

ing, “God, thank you, George.” [Laughter] 

Clooney Lord. We're going to hell. 

EW You guys have been buddies for a while. When 
did you first meet? 

Clooney The baths. 

On Pico Boulevard. That’s right. I forgot about 
that. 

Clooney You wouldn’t have recognized me with the 
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leather hood on. [Laughs] 

[Makes a disgusted face] I’m eating here. 
Clooney It was when Steven was getting ready for 
Eleven and we met over at the mixing stage, right? 
[Pitt nods. ] 

EW What was that like? 

Clooney It was really hard. A lot of ego. 

EW So Brad was a problem? 

Clooney I was talking about Soderbergh. [Laughs] 
EW Seriously, though, you guys are obviously friends. 

It’s true. We have good fun together. We all 

know each other pretty well now and know each 
other’s families. 
Clooney It’s the funniest thing, I have to say: Since 
Eleven, when we started, all the guys have gotten 
married, had kids, and have whole families. This 
time there were babies everywhere. We’d be on the 
set in L.A. and I just sit in the middle of the whole 
thing like an old man. 

He looks like he’s trying to decipher a foreign 
language. 
Clooney It’s true! I’m like, What the hell are these lit- 
tle things? 
EW Do youever lookat each other and go, Hell, lwish 
I was in the Italian villa instead of changing diapers? 
Or: Man, I wish I hada couple of those rugrats? 

No. 


Pitt and Jolie 
sightsee—and are 
seen—in Vietnam 

late last yéar 


Clooney No. 

But I tell ya what, kids are alot of 
hard work. 

Clooney It’s one of those difficult 
things [when you're famous]. 

EW Because of the endless scrutiny? 
Clooney Yeah. No one wants to hear 
you complain, because it sounds like 
youre whining. But I think he and 
Angie have a tougher time living 
their lives, just going out to see the 
city with the kids. I mean, look out 
there, all the boats with the cameras. 
I was walking around on the beach 
yesterday and I just thought to my- 
self, Where’s Brad? And all of a sud- 
den you see the cameras all go 
WHOOOOSSSHH and I was like, Oh, 
here he comes! I watch that and 
think, Wow. I know it’s not all that 
fun for me, and it seems exponentially harder for 
him. [To Pitt] lwas looking at this shot of the two of 
you on the motorcycle. I don’t know where you 
were—some Third World country [/aughs]—and it 
just felt like you were really surrounded by people. 

Oh, that was Vietnam. We were surrounded by 
people. It was on a moped. Sure. 

Clooney And it was a great image, because you could 
see you were trying to get away. 

But we did get one day there. One solid day go- 
ing around by ourselves. 

EW How did you manage that? 

Well, you go out early enough before anyone 
catches up with you. That picture? That was the 
moment they caught up with us. 

Clooney That’s why we ride motorcycles all the time. 

He’s right. 

Clooney Motorcycles are the great equalizer. You 
put ona helmet and they can’t see you. 

EW Okay, since I plan to be world-famous, continue 
to school me. 

Just keep moving. That’s the key. 

Clooney You stop, you die. Lobbies of hotels and 
places like that are the worst. You have to just keep 
moving to the elevator, because you have to get the 
elevator door to close. [Mimes pressing a button] 
C’mon! C’mon! 

And you can hear’em comin’. 

Clooney It’s like a stampede. [He pounds the table 
to simulate the footfalls of photographers and fans. ] 
There’s usually a two- or three-second delay before 
somebody says... 

Together “Hey! That looks like...” 

Clooney And you go Eeep! And run for the elevator. 
EW I’m curious what you think of the state of the 
male movie star in Hollywood right now. 

I’m actually a woman trapped in a man’s body. 
We're going to be doing something about that soon. 
EW Is Angelina aware of this? 

Yeah, she’s all for it. Kinda into it, actually. 
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EW It strikes me that both of you have managed to 
keep acertain level of mystery about yourselves de- 
spite all the scrutiny. mean, Brad, you were just down 
there smoking a cigarette hunched behind a barrier. 
Pitt [Picks up tape recorder and speaks directly into 
it] No, he wasn’t! He wasn’t smoking! Um... Honey! 
Honey, that was George! [Laughs] 

EW But how do you manage that? How does it not 
ruin your day-to-day lives? 

Clooney You adjust your life, certainly. There are 
certain things you don’t do, there are certain places 
you don’t go, but then at some point you have to go 
out. You have to live, you know? 

Pitt So you will see George laid out on the rocks in 
a Speedo later. 

Clooney I don’t want to see anyone in a Speedo. Es- 
pecially 70-year-old men. [Gestures to the beach, 
which is full of 70-year-old men in Speedos] Youlearn 
alotabout the aging process watching that. [Laughs] 


“Tf I were as famous as some 
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my eyeball.” 


EW Clearly the obsession with celebrity is a little 
out of control. From where I sit, it looks like you’re 
the meat being thrown to the lions. 

Clooney Right. Well, we are always going to be that 
society that slows down to look at the car wreck on 
the side of the road. I think we're just in one of those 
places right now, and it seems to be focused on 
younger kids. Paris Hilton and Lindsay Lohan and 


people like that. They'll get through it, but I wouldn’t 
want to be growing up around that. If I were as 
famous as some of those kids who are on the mag- 
azines right now at 21 years old, I’d be shooting 
crack under my eyeball. 

Pitt But being that it is our nature, you have to fo- 
cus on other, more important issues too, because 
those [car wreck] tendencies can be very disrup- 
tive and aren’t a good guide on how to live your life. 
Clooney No, it’s a terrible guide. 

EW So how do you get people to focus on the issues 
that matter to you—and manage to make a differ- 
ence—without just distracting from the cause? 
Clooney It’s interesting. Brad did it first and best— 
he went to Africa. Was it the Diane Sawyer show? 
Pitt It was. 

Clooney You made this really interesting decision 
where you said, “The cameras are going to follow 
me, so I’m going to go here. And wherever the cam- 
eras follow me they’re going to see this.” It was re- 
ally smart. And I thought, Wow, here’s a way to take 
this insatiable appetite and say, “If you’re going 
to take these photographs and follow us around, 
fair enough. But you're also going to have to go 
where it will provoke some thought about what 
else is going on in the world.” It was a really smart 
play. And all of us have been taking a cue from that. 
Pitt The idea was: We can’t get out of the spotlight 
and they can’t get in the spotlight, so let’s equal that 
out a little bit. 

EW Both of you guys are extremely political, and 
you're not afraid to open your mouths about what’s 
going on. But in your position, that has to be really 
well thought-out, right? 

Clooney Right. Whatever your [political] inclina- 
tion is, first and foremost, if you’re going to jump 
into it, you gotta be ready to take a hit—because 
that’s going to happen. And you have to be in- 
credibly well-informed. So if you're going to go and 
talk about poverty or AIDS in Africa or Darfur, you 
better know your s---. And you better know it bet- 
ter than any of the jackasses that are going to try 
and somehow make what you’re trying to do [look] 
bad. There’s another problem when you try and 
do too many of these causes. Things start to get... 
Pitt ... muddled... 

Clooney ...muddled, right. So you have to pick your 
fights and go after them, and then it seems like you 
can help get things done, like the $9 million we’re 
raising [for Darfur refugees] tonight. [Pitt waves to 
someone, who turns out to be Angelina Jolie with 
their 5-year-old son, Maddox. Pitt smiles. Clooney 
waves and gets no response.] Niiice. Very nice. What 
am I? No wave for me? 

EW You both seem to project some kind of Zen calm. 
Clooney [Feigning hostility] What the f--- do you 
mean by that?! 

Pitt Yeah, motherf--- er! [Laughter] 

EW [ guess what I’m askingis, can I get the number 
of your pharmacist? 
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staving off old age.” 


Clooney 1-800-V-I-C-O-D-I-N. [Laughter] 

Pitt You adjust. You keep your sanity. You find your 
moments alone. 

Clooney I’ll say, too, we’ve been doing this for a while 
now. I was inno shape at 21 to be dealing with fame. 
Pitt It is discombobulating at first, but the younger 
breed seems to be groomed for it and accept it in a way. 
Clooney Right, because now fame is more an [end in 
and of itself rather] than working, necessarily. 

EW Youre talking about the difference between 
“celebrity” and “stardom.” 

Clooney Exactly. Celebrity. You don’t see a lot of 
kids coming out of theater programs these days. 
EW Who do youlike from that younger generation? 
Clooney I’ll tell ya, Ryan Gosling and Rachel 
McAdams are both really good actors. Both have 
great range and can do all kinds of stuff. 

Pitt I think Heath Ledger is really strong, as well. 
EW Hey, as long as we're on the subject of working 
with the young folk, what’s going on with your foot- 
ball movie, Leatherheads? 

Clooney I wrapped Friday. 

Pitt You're kidding me. 

Clooney No. I’ve been in North Carolina for the last 
four anda half months playing football with a bunch 
of 21-year-olds. I’ll never do that again. [Laughs] 
Pitt Ln a mock mothering tone] It’s okay. You don’t 
have to. 

EW That John Krasinski guy doesn’t look that tough. 
Clooney Youknow, he’s a good kid. I love him, but the 
fun part is that he talked s---. [To Pitt] I’ve got this 
kid John Krasinski in my movie. He’s on The Of- 
fice—really good actor. The first day on the set he’s 
like, “I play basketball” and I was like, “I play alittle 
too.” And he looks at me and goes, “T’ll kick your ass.” 
And I was like, All right, whatever. And he’s like, 
“Okay, let’s make it $1,000 then.” So for the entire 
shoot we’ve been talking about this bet. We haven’t 
played. The whole shoot. And Friday we played. 
Pitt Oh, boy. 

Clooney And I beat him 11-8! [Laughter] I was on 
cloud nine! I was wiping my forehead with $100 
bills going, “Whooo, is it hot in here?” Certain things 
just bring you joy. 

Pitt And one is staving off old age. 

Clooney Oh, man, you are right. 

EW You guys are costarring ina Coen brothers movie 
next, right? 
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Clooney shooting — 
_hoopsanOcean 
_ ago on Twelve 


Clooney Yep. I was actually last here [in Cannes] 
with the Coens for O Brother, Where Art Thou?, and 
it tanked! 

Pitt Get out! 

EW What happened? 

Clooney You could just feel it in the room. Joel and 
Ethan and I were all sitting there in the Palais and 
Joel was like, “Let’s get out of here! We’re done.” 
EW So when do you start shooting? 

Pitt In August or September. 

Clooney Burn After Reading is the name of it. It’s 
just one of their nutty comedies—it makes me howl 
when I read it. 

Pitt It’s areal stretch. George and I each play aloser 
in our own minds. [Laughs] 

EW They do love to make Clooney look like a buf- 
foon. 

Pitt They might top it with Pitt. 

Clooney They might. This one might end two careers 
in one shot. 

Pitt [Laughs] I said to them, “I don’t know how to 
play this, I mean, he’s such an idiot.” And there was 
a pause and then Joel goes... 

Together You'll be fine! [Laughter] 

EW Okay, last question: For the good of the uni- 
verse, do you guys swear that you're done with the 
Ocean’s movies? 

Clooney I think we’re done. 

Pitt Don Cheadle had a nice idea. He thought we 
ought to work backwards and start picking each 
other off as the numbers got lower. A last-man- 
standing thing. 

Clooney Like Survivor. 

EW Or Ten Little Indians. 

Pitt That was Don’s pitch! 

Clooney We didn’t want to say it to him, but that’s 
what Fourteen is. And he’s definitely the first to go. = 
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ALLY CLOSING ON 
ONE OF 
HIEVEMENTS 


n the January 1999 debut episode of The 
. Sopranos, Tony complains that he eee. 
best times have already passed; that i ine 
ather’s day, people took pridein es ey 
did and had standards. No matter how many thrill 
laughs, and surprises The Sopranos sprang on us af- 
ter that, creator David Chase never forgot this 
overarching theme—that bygone times are superi- 
or to the here and now—and he was determined to 
see it through to its logical end. (Maybe if Bobby 
Bacala’s eyes weren't misty with nostalgia for the 
old days of railroad travel, he might haye seen the 
punks who plugged him in the hobby shop.) 
The danger of coming to praise The Sopranos is 
to risk burying it with excess. The HBO series 
finishes its run June 10 festooned with medals 


y 


(everything from Emmys to Peabodys) and labels— 


“the greatest” this; “the finest” that—along with 
(the surest sign of critic overkill) comparisons to 
other media. If Ihad a nickel for every time The 


(Left to right) 
Gandolfini, 
Falco, Jamie- 
Lynn Sigler, 
and Robert ller; 
(below) Chase 


Sopranos has been equated with a classic novel 
(usually thick and 19th-century) or a classic film 
(usually The Godfather or GoodFellas), I’d have 
enough dough for a lifetime of lap dances at the Bing. 
So let me state the apparently not-so-obvious: 
The biggest compliment I can pay The Sopranos is 
to say it was great, sneaky, low-down TV genre-work. 
Conceived by a network career writer-producer 
(Chase), starring actors who were either little-known 
(James Gandolfini) or trained for the stage (the 
theater in Edie Falco’s case; the rock-concert kind in 
Steven Van Zandt’s), The Sopranos set out to explode 
the idea of how a weekly show was supposed to 
proceed, how characters were nurtured, and what 
subjects were fit to explore on the small screen. 
Not to get too Dr. Melfi about it, but much of 
the rage both expressed and suppressed in this 
saga can be traced to its creator’s thwarted ambi- 
tions and dealings with industry people he con- 
sidered his lessers. Chase began his writing career 
in episodic network television, on The Rockford 


WHEN DAVID CHASE GOT 
A SHOT AT HIS PET MAFIA 
PROJECT, HE WAS MORE 


THAN A LITTLE PROTECTIVE— 


NO ONE WAS GOING 
TO SCREW UP HIS 
SHOT AT IMMORTALITY. 


Files and Kolchak: The Night Stalker—not junk, to 
be sure, but not showcases for brutal stranglings 
while ona New England college tour, or for work- 
ing through one’s mother issues, either. Showbiz 
always prizes youth over experience, so when the 
then-52-year-old Chase got ashot at his pet Mafia 
project, he was more than a little protective—no 
one was going to screw up what might very well 
be his last shot at immortality. And so he poured 
all his imagination and obsessions, his various 


professional and personal frustrations, his ideal- 
ism and his cynicism, into a finely crafted vessel: 
a genre piece (who doesn’t like a good gangster 
story?) that didn’t abide by genre conventions 
(who doesn’t like a familiar story with new twists?). 
Chase absolutely depended on our TV-conditioned 
responses to mobsters, domineering mothers, 
troubled marriages, and the notion that there 
are certain things one simply cannot do on tele- 
vision. Why? Because he understood that if 
we tuned in expecting one thing, were given 
something shockingly different, but decided we 
actually liked that shock—well, then...by God and 
HBO, he’d really have something that could grab 
the culture by the cojones. 

Which he did, for a good long part ofits six-season 
run. But here’s the thing: Since The Sopranos’ 
debut, the way television is consumed has become 
antithetical to the way Chase conceived and 
executed—in every sense of that word—his show. 
With so much instant Internet reaction, critique, 
and debate, fans started treating The Sopranos in 
the last few seasons as though it were an enterprise 
on which they had some influence. There were all 
those viewers who wanted to know when the frosty, 
elliptical mystery of the “Pine Barrens” episode was 
going to be cleared up; those who demanded that 
Tony get out of his coma faster and with fewer dream 
sequences. But these voices never had a chance of 
influencing Chase, because he never wanted The 
Sopranos to be what all popular and even some great 
TV shows become: lovable, adored, comforting. 

At its most crowd-pleasing, The Sopranos was 
true to the axiom the cultural critic Robert Warshow 
laid down in his 1948 essay “The Gangster as 
Tragic Hero”: “We gain the double satisfaction of 
participating vicariously in the gangster’s sadism 
and then seeing it turned against the gangster him- 
self.” But at its artistic finest, this was a stubborn, 
prickly series that rarely wanted us to agree with it, 
or even to develop any great affection for its main 
characters. Tony was conflicted and guilt-ridden, 
cowed by his middle-class responsibilities as 
husband and father. For every story arc that made 
him a sympathetic shlub, there were scenes of 
Tony’s remorseless amorality. He’d kill an enemy 
or a colleague, or rage at his family, only to retreat 
into the same self-pity he despised in his son, AJ. 

Tony’s preferred method for offing loved ones 
was, significantly, suffocation: He pinched Christo- 
pher’s nostrils until his “nephew” choked to death 
on his own blood a few weeks ago, but even back 
in the first season he was ready to smother his 
betraying mother (the late, great Nancy Marchand) 
with a pillowjust before learning she'd suffered a 
debilitating stroke that quieted her anyway. As 
these and more recent strategies for permanent 
stillness suggest, in the world of The Sopranos, it 
was always better for business if no one sang. 

And now the silence is deafening. @ 


WOO'SDVINISHIM/NVAITINS NUVI (3SVHO 'H3HOLIM ABUVE ‘SONVHdOS IML 


2, 5: ANTHONY NESTE; 4, 6: BARRY WETCHER: 7: ABBOT GENSER; 10; CRAIG BLANKENHORN 


_. THE HIT PARADE 


The best of the best: EW picks the top 10 episodes from The Sopranos’ remarkable 
eight-year run. Go to ew.com/sopranos to vote for your favorite. 


1. COLLEGE (Season 1) 
What starts as an inno- 
cent father/daughter col- 
lege visit takes a shocking 
turn when Tony brutally 
strangles a Mob turncoat. 
But it's Carmela who 
serves up the show's 
essential themes of trust 
and treachery, rationaliza- 
tion and regret, as she 
flirts with Father Phil 
during a dark night of true 
confessions and illicit 
movie-watching: “Well, 
let's face it, Father—we got 
some major contradictions 
here!" Fuhgeddaboudit? 
Impossible. —Jeff Jensen 


AE Ene, 

2. THE KNIGHT IN 
WHITE SATIN ARMOR 
(Season 2) “Allin all,” says 
T as his sister takes her 
bag of need and rage back 
to Seattle, “I'd say it was a 
pretty good visit.” Better 
than that: Tony deals with a 
suicidal goomah, Junior 
sides with his nephew, 

Big Pussy sings. Oh, and 
Janice pulls the trigger 

on Richie Aprile in one of 
the greatest shock pops in 
Sopranos history. For a Grand 
Guignol flourish, nothing 
beats the late-night flesh- 
hacking in Satriale’s. 
—Lisa Schwarzboum 


3. WHITECAPS (Season 
4) The Sopranos’ imper- 
fect marriage always got 
by on a screwed-up code 
of omertd, but it takes a 
near-fatal whacking when 
one of Tony's ex-comares 
drunk-dials the house and 
tells Carm about Tony's 
dalliances. The fallout is 
family drama at its unpar- 
alleled best. Watch this 
episode for Edie Falco's 
fiery, Emmy-winning per- 
formance as a woman both 
exhausted and scorned. 
It's a historic exercise 

in onscreen fearlessness. 
—Nicholas Fonseca 


4. PINE BARRENS 
(Season 3) It's remem- 
bered as a comic high 
point: Paulie and Christo- 
pher botch a hit on a drunk 
Russian, get lost in the 
snowy woods tracking 
him, and end up freezing 
in an abandoned truck, 
sucking down ketchup 
packets for sustenance. 
But in light of Tony's 
paranoid housecleaning at 
series’ end, it's the feral 
way the panicked duo turn 
on each other that res- 
onates, a reminder how in 
this crew, survival trumps 
loyalty. -Josh Wolk 


5. FUNHOUSE 

(Season 2) What's a few 
stolen airline tickets 
between son and mother? 
Enough to land son in FBI 
custody, cuffed to an end- 
lessly destructive relation- 
ship. But this season finale 
truly transcends when a 
different “family” tie is 
severed as Tony realizes 
that his homeboy-turned- 
snitch Big Pussy must 

be whacked. Watching a 
tequila-soaked Pussy try to 
negotiate the terms of his 
deep-sea shooting triggers 
waves of queasy heart- 
break. —Dan Snierson 


6. EMPLOYEE OF THE 
MONTH (Season 3) 

The esplanade scam. 
Meadow and Jackie Jr. 
Johnny Sack's rotund wife. 
“EOTM" was ground zero 
for so many arcs. But it's 
Dr. Melfi's rape for which 
it's best remembered, and 
the way Melfi is tempted to 
ditch her principles for a 
shot at vengeance. Bracco 
is almost unbearably 
brilliant; she makes you feel 
every painful inch of her 
physical, emotional, and 
ethical ordeal. Her haunting 
final line—"No”—is crush- 
ingly heroic, —JJ 


7. LONG TERM 
PARKING (Season 5) 

In the beginning was the 
joke—"We're in a f---in’ 
stagmire,” spoken, inim- 
itably, by Little Carmine. In 
the end, though, we're still 
shaken remembering the 
miserable last days of 
Chrissy's tragic girlfriend 
and rat, Adriana—and her 
last desperate moments, 
crawling on hands and 
knees away from her fate 
at the end of Silvio's gun 
barrel. She was beautiful, 
venal, used, and a user. 
She had to go. We still 
miss her the most. —LS 
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8. BOCA (Season 1) 
Watching Tony turn on 
Meadow's soccer coach is 
to watch him exert his 
influence in every way. He 
goes from offering strip- 
pers (when the team wins) 
to bribery (when the coach 
takes a new job) to wanting 
him dead (when it is re- 
vealed he bedded a player). 
And when word leaks Junior 
has a taste for a certain sex 
act, the old man retaliates 
with the best food-to-face 
scene since James Cagney 
introduced Mae Clarke to 

a grapefruit in The Public 
Enemy. —Dalton Ross 


9. D-GIRL (Season 2) 

In an episode where AJ 
turns to Nietzsche and 
weed while Big Pussy 
winds up in FBI wires and 
tears, the mood is lightened 
when aspiring screenwriter 
Christopher stumbles into 
the film industry: He scores 
with a foul dialogue fix on a 
Janeane Garofalo set, sleeps 
with a hungry film exec, 
and ultimately gets used by 
Jon Favreau, who swipes 
one of Christopher's off- 
limits Mob stories for his 
own script. A clever meta- 
meeting of two mercenary 
worlds. —DS 


10. THE SECOND 
COMING (Season 6) As 
Tony slips into sociopathic 
self-preservation in the se- 
ries’ waning days, his love 
for his children provides his 
last link to humanity. Yet 
he acts like an animal to 
protect them, bullying AJ 
out of depression and 
kicking in the teeth of Phil's 
henchman, who harassed 
Meadow. It takes AJ's sui- 
cide attempt to bring him 
back, clutching his wailing 
son and tenderly murmur- 
ing “Come on, baby.” He 
finds his heart, but it's too 
late. Devastating. —JW 
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Hollywood's unofficial favorite band, 
want to change their ways—no more 
starlets, no more red carpets. /Butthis 
much remains the same: 
Adam Levine is the main 
attraction. And that’s just 
how they like it. 


PHOTOGRAPH BY ABBEY DRUCKER 
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dam Levine is having an 
Entourage moment. The Maroon 
5 singer is the center of attention 
at pricey Beverly Hills eatery the 
Lodge Steakhouse, the kind of dark, 
leather-filled, Zone-friendly spot to 
which Hollywood hipsters flock 
(tonight Taryn Manning is two tables 
away). Ina tone that’s half-whiny, 
half-charming, Levine announces that he’s 
craving a superior steak as well as acertain 
bottle of wine that he recently enjoyed here with 
Jimmy Buffett. “I want to say it’s Creek some- 
thing,” he tells the waiter. “It’s definitely Amer- 
ican. There was a wheel or a mill [on the label]. 
I don’t want wine that badly, but if it was this 
one bottle...s---! I’ll send a text and find out.” 
Like Entourage’s central character, Vin- 
cent Chase, Levine is the sun in Maroon 5’s 
universe. The 28-year-old sex symbol lives 
high in the Hollywood Hills and likes his cars 
fast, his girls hot (or “beautiful,” as he later 
corrects), and his friends loyal. Also like 
Vince’s crew, Levine and his bandmates go 
way back—two to junior high, in fact. “It’s 
frightening [how] our lives are [like] that 
show,” Levine says. “Watching it, we just 
look at each other and say, ‘Oh, man.’ The 
things they do, the places they go...” 
But as much as Levine enjoys the good life, 
he complains that it comes at a price. True, 
the band’s soulful 2002 debut, Songs About 
Jane, snagged two Grammys, spent most of 
2003 through 2005 on the charts, sold more 
than 10 million copies globally, and spawned 
four hit singles, including the ubiquitous 
“This Love.” Yet Levine craves the kind of cred 
Vince got from his Sundance-screened Queens 
Blvd.—and he’s hoping to get some with the 
band’s new CD, It Won’t Be Soon Before Long. 
“We want people to remember that we’re a 
band, and I’m not acelebrity,” Levine declares. 
“That’s gotten skewed over the past couple of 
years, so we want to correct things.... We don’t 
walk on red carpets, we don’t act in movies, 
and we don’t date other celebrities.” 
Problem is, Levine & Co. have cultivated 
their Hollywood It Band status since the late 
90s, when they appeared on Beverly Hills, 
90210 under their former name, Kara’s Flowers. 
In 2001, the group—which also consisted of 
bassist Mickey Madden, keyboardist Jesse 
Carmichael, and drummer Ryan Dusick— 
added guitarist James Valentine, and changed 
eo its name to Maroon 5. Two years later, they 
Adam Levine were a TRL staple and cozying up to famous 
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FOUR MORE 


Jesse 
Carmichael 
KEYBOARDS 
Age 28 

One of Levine's oldest 
friends, his parents’ house 

in Malibu was the 

site of their first jams. 


Mickey 
Madden 
BASS 
Age 28 
Like Carmichael, he was a 
member of Kara's Flowers. The 
devout vegan is the driving 
force behind the band's sup- 
port of environmental causes. 


James 
Valentine 
GUITAR 
Age 28 

After stints with ska band 
Reel Big Fish and jazz-rock 
trio Square, the Omaha 
native joined the band just 
before they were 
rechristened Maroon 5. 


Matt 
Flynn 
DRUMS 
Age 37 
When asked to fill in for 
injured stickman Ryan 
Dusick in 2004, the Palo 
Alto, Calif., native had 
only two nights to learn 
the Songs About Jane disc 
before his first gig. 
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performing ih\ 
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fans like Jessica Simpson, who was spotted at shows 
and, sometimes, at Levine’s hotel. 

“Maroon 5 remind me of Hall & Oates...in the 
early ’80s,” notes radio personality Roy Trakin, who 
hosts a music-business show on L.A.’s KLSX. 
“They were a band that seized the pop-radio zeit- 
geist and didn’t receive much critical respect, 
mainly due to Daryl Hall’s good looks, something 
that probably plagues Levine, too.” 

But Jimmy Iovine, chairman of Interscope Geffen 
A&M Records, must have seen more than just a buzz 
band with a sexy frontman. This past February, 
Iovine orchestrated a reported $35 million buyout 
of the group’s original label, Octone Records, from 
its joint venture with Sony BMG, no doubt in the 
hope of creating a commercially viable career act. 

While some experts speculated that price tag was 
too high for a small label that had only a one-album 
wonder to its name, the first-week sales of almost 
430,000 units of It Won’t Be Soon... helped justify 
the deal. “They are built for the masses and to sat- 
urate the airwaves,” Trakin says. Indeed, on May 29, 
Maroon 5 also claimed the No. 1 spot with the sin- 
gle “Makes Me Wonder.” 


evine learned that “Makes Me Wonder” 

isa verifiable radio hit hours before pulling up 

to the Lodge in his Mercedes-Benz S550. The 

guy is glowing with childlike glee. Still, the ac- 
complishment is bittersweet: When it’s noted 

that this is Maroon 5's first CD without Dusick’s 
drumming, the conversation turns somber. Dusick 
had been Levine’s bandmate since high school, but by 
2004, relentless promoting and touring for Songs 
About Jane caused irreparable damage to the drum- 
mer’s right arm. Like an injured athlete, Dusick 
continued to travel with the band, attending practi- 
cally every concert and TV gig for almost two years, 
all the while watching fill-in Matt Flynn warm his 
seat. “It started to become the elephant in the room,” 
says Dusick, “the kind of thing that was on everyone’s 
minds but we didn’t speak about it.” Finally, in Sep- 
tember 2006, after what Levine describes as “year- 
long deliberations,” Dusick and the others agreed 
that Flynn would become the permanent drummer. 


“Tt was the most difficult thing [we’ve ever had to 
face],” says Levine. “He was our brother. We played 
music in his garage. Me, Mickey, Ryan, and Jesse 
would sleep on his bedroom floor and dream about 
how we were going to be the biggest band in the 
world someday.” Fora group that used to joke about 
not having enough drama to warrant an episode of 
Behind the Music, it was an emotional fracture that, 
according to Levine, is just “starting to heal.” 

After Dusick’s departure, Levine became more 
and more occupied with embracing his inner Vince 
Chase. “Every band has to have a strong center, a 
personality, an attention whore,” he says. Not much 
ofastretch for a guy who claims he was “kind of the 
Ferris Bueller” of L.A.’s prestigious Brentwood 
School. Fortunately, much like Drama, Turtle, and 
E, the other Maroon guys prefer taking a backseat. 
Ataphoto shoot earlier that day, Madden sees four 
fluffy chairs and a stool in the center and jokes, “I 
know that stool’s not for me,” before taking a posi- 
tion in the back. Later Levine says, “I don’t think 
anybody wants to be on that f---in’ stool except me. 
I’m in the foreground, but I have to do things [that 
are] extra. It’s fine with me. I don’t mind the work.” 

One thing he does mind: “cheap shots” from the 
press. Today it’s a dig from the New York Daily News, 
which described Jt Won’t Be Soon... as “’80s pop 
hackery ofaband like Mr. Mister crossed with Wang 
Chung.” Levine freely admits to reading the band’s 
reviews, confessing that “sometimes little grains 
of truth sneak into your consciousness and you 
think, ‘You're probably right about that.” Continues 
Levine: “I’m not asking to be showered with praise, 
but I don’t understand nasty, mean-spirited s---.” 

Asore point for the entire band: being lumped in 
with pop’s sea of solo artists and their perfectly cho- 
reographed performances. Take Maroon 5’s recent 
appearance at Zootopia, a concert showcasing New 
York radio station Z100’s most popular artists. 
Wedged between sets by Rihanna, Hilary Duff, and 
Fergie, the band felt that their Police- and Prince- 
inspired retro-flavored songs didn’t exactly jibe with 
the rest of the bill. “We feel this strange kind of iso- 
lation,” Levine explains. “It frustrates me when we're 
playinga concert and [few] ofthem are actually bands. 
We're kind of one of the last ones standing.” 

A few weeks later, at Maroon 5’s album-release 
party (attended by Hollywood scenesters like Adam 
Brody and Seth Green), the band, outfitted in its 
new signature suit-and-scarf look, were back to 
basking in the attention of photographers, family 
members, and countless well-wishers. Especially 
the dashing Levine. “In six days, I’ve done Saturday 
Night Live, American Idol, Ellen DeGeneres, and [The 
Tonight Show With] Jay Leno,” he says. “My brain is 
scambled eggs right now, but I like being scrambled 
eggs sometimes.” Shawn Tellez, the band’s full-time 
assistant, asks Adam if he wants to “go be alone” in 
a cordoned-off VIP area. “No, I hate being alone,” 
Levine scoffs. Just like Vincent Chase. @ 
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What can Bose do Tor your iPod ? 
Just listen. 


USA Today said the Bose® SoundDock® digital music 
system delivers ”...a powerful but clean full-frequency 
performance.” Forbes.com called the sound quality 
“excellent.” And Rolling Stone said, “This was the first 
serious iPod speaker system to hit the market...it still 
remains the benchmark, thanks to stellar, full-bodied 
sound and sleek trendsetting looks.” 


Just plug it in, insert your iPod? and turn it on. Hear your 
iTunes fill the room in rich, vivid detail. Advanced audio 
technologies developed by Bose make this sound 
possible. The award-winning SoundDock system also 
charges your iPod any time it’s docked and gives you con- 
trol over basic iPod functions through a handy remote. 


Compare the SoundDock system to any similar system 
out there. We believe you'll find no match for its unique 
combination of performance, elegance and simplicity. 


Call or visit our website to order or learn more. 
And if you purchase yours before June 23, 2007, 
you'll save 10%. 


Hear what the 
SoundDock system can 
do for you. And hear 
why Bose is the most 
respected name 
in sound. 


a 


Available in Black or White. 


SoundDock pieira: MUSIC SYSTEM 


Bose.com/Sounddock 


1-877-644-2673, ext. 4094 


©2007 Bose Corporation. SoundDock and the SoundDock product design are registered trademarks of Bose Corporation. The SoundDock® system requires iPod® with click wheel. iPod not included. iPod is a registered trademark of Apple, Inc., regis- 
tered in the U.S. and other countries, All other marks are registered trademarks of Bose Corporation. The 10% savings offer good April 29 — June 23, 2007; may not to be combined with any other offer or applied to previous purchases; and is subject 
to change without notice. Quotes reprinted with permission: Marc Saltzman, USA Today, 11/22/2004; Arik Hesseldahl, forbes.com, 10/20/2004; Review by Tom Samiljan from Rolling Stone, July 13-27, 2006. Copyright Rolling Stone LLC 2006. All 
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Stuff. 


As Bob Barker prepares for his 
last show as host of The Price Is Right, 
he and his colleagues share their warm 
(furry?) memories of how it all began. 
By Lynette Rice ** Photograph by Michael Lewis 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 51 


52 JUNE 15, 2007 


Barker wraps up 
show No. 1 as Levine 


The year was 1972. Worried that morning 
repeats of ‘The Beverly Hillbillies’ and ‘The Andy 
Griffith Show’ were attracting too many kids and 
not enough women, CBS programming chief 
Fred Silverman and vice president of daytime 
Bud Grant made the bold decision to premiere 
a 90-minute block of game shows that fall. On the 
slate: ‘The Joker’s Wild,’ ‘Gambit,’ and a redux of 
‘The Price Is Right, which had aired on both NBC and 
ABC from1956 to 1965. After luring Jack Barry and 
Wink Martindale to host ‘Joker’s’ and ‘Gambit,’ 
respectively, Grant set about finding the man who 
could deliver the now-immortal phrase “And the 
actual retail price is...” 
BARKER I was hosting Truth or Consequences, but 
Thad a contract that gave me the opportunity to do 
a network show since Truth was in syndication.... 
Bud said, “You come over here and do The Price Is 
Right, and something good is going to come of it.” 
GRANT I was essentially offering him to be the host 
of one of the most successful shows that was ever 
on in daytime. I was asking Bob to follow [former 
Price host] Bill Cullen! But if you’re in this business, 
you have to have some ego, and Bob was better than 
Bill. [also think he had a better show to work with 
than Bill did. 
BARKER I was 48 and didn’t have any thoughts 
about the rest of my life. It was just another show I 
thought I would have fun with and be well paid for. 
With that big production, big stage, 
and Bob Barker—how could you go wrong? 


With Barker in place, the show’s executive pro- 
ducer, Mark Goodson, set about assembling the rest 
of his ‘Price’ pack: announcer Johnny Olson, models 
Janice Pennington and Anitra Ford, and a backstage 
crew that included a future film director (Nancy 
Meyers, ‘Something’s Gotta Give’) and screenwriter 
(Jay Wolpert, ‘The Count of Monte Cristo’). 


, 


Barkerm 
hein 


(Barker Beauty, 1972-76) I had just come back 
from having alead role ina Roger Corman movie, 
The Big Bird Cage. Janice Pennington was one of 
my best friends and she had introduced me to 
Goodson.... He didn’t want Carol Merrill from Let’s 
Make a Deal—he wanted sexy, classy New York 
models, It was a job in a million. [As for Penning- 
ton, she had a controversial history on the show, 
having sued CBS and won $1.3 million after she was 
accidentally struck by a camera in 1988. In 2000, 
she reportedly signed a confidentiality agreement 
after she was fired—there is speculation she was let 
go because she testified on behalf of a former model 
who filed a wrongful-termination suit against 
‘Price’ that was eventually settled. The show has 
denied the connection. Pennington declined to 
comment for this article.} 

ROGER DOBKOWITZ (Producer, 1972—present) 
I had just finished college.... Two months later I 
reported for duty. Walking into the studio was one 
of the most thrilling moments of my life. To me, it 
looked gigantic. Of course, people walk into the 
studio today and go, “God, this is small!” 
WOLPERT (Producer, 1972-78) We worked close to 
14 hours a day to develop the show—me and about 
ahalf dozen other creative executives who were part 
of the Goodson coterie. We'd sit around his pool. 
That sounds grand, but believe me, we were not 
swimming. We worked very, very hard while Good- 
son swam in the pool. [Goodson died in 1992.] 
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PENNINGTON, BARKER, AND FORD: CBS/LANDOV 


Pennington 
i models Price's 
/ first-ever prize: 
: _ afurcoat 


7 


Levine 
(Side)burns the 
competition 


[Rehearsals] were like being in the Marine 
Corps! We showed up early in the morning to mark 
and block every single prize. I always gave my all for 
rehearsals so I’d look good, standing there holding 
the Rice-A-Roni. In many ways, it was arole that we 
were playing. We were there to act and to throw our 
passion into a microwave oven or a Broyhill sofa. 
DOBKOWITZ We only had five games [for the show] at 
the beginning: Any Number, Bonus Game, Double 
Prices, Grocery Game, and Bullseye. One day, Bob 
came by the office to see some of the games we were 
going to present, and I was completely starstruck. 
Bob has not changed. Physically he has, but he’s 
the same Bob from 35 years ago—very cordial, very 
respectful of you, with a genuinely big smile. 
GRANT We were in rehearsals, and I gota call from 
Bob, asking if he could buy me lunch. We went to 
the Brown Derby in Hollywood. After exchanging 
the usual pleasantries over coffee, Bob said he 
didn’t want to do the show. I almost fell off the chair. 
He said he’d do Joker’s Wild or Gambit, but not Price. 
He thought the show could be better produced. 
I said, “Barker, you will do Price because those 
other two shows are good, solid game shows that 
require a traffic cop to run them, and you're not a 
cop. You have far more talent!” 


The first episode—taped on the same CBS 
Television City soundstage that ‘Price’ continues 
to occupy today—aired on Sept. 4, 1972. 


BARKER I wore a dark green Bob De Chellis suit. 
I didn’t have any anxiety about [the first show]. 
The adrenaline was probably running a bit more 
than it would be. I was right at home on The Price 
Is Right the way I was on Truth or Consequences. 
But I dare say that I wanted to make it good. 
DOBKOWITZ He was a little stiff. My impression 
was that it was very important for Bob to get 
through the show. He did not become that talka- 
tive person until years later. And the audience in 
the very first show was very quiet. Johnny said, 
“Joe Smith, stand up! Betty So-and-so, stand up!” 
All four stood up with no applause and then Johnny 
said, “Come on down! You are the first contestants 
on The New Price Is Right!” 

BARKER It was obviously better to have them get 
up and [immediately] get down there. We made 
the change after about three weeks.... Johnny 
Olson’s interpretation is what made the whole 
thing, a phrase we hear all over the country now. 
Wilson died in 1985.] 

(First Showcase winner) My mother- 
in-law—who I fondly refer to as the Mouth—was 
out here from New York, so we went down and got 
in line. She yelled out to the guy who [decides] if 
you're going to get on that I was her son-in-law 
and I just had a baby. Then they called my name! 
Without the Mouth, I never would have gotten on 
the show. 

DOBKOWITZ The very first prize on the very first 
show was a fur coat. For many, many years Bob 
was almost embarrassed by that. 

BARKER I myself was not aware of the cruelty to 
animals in the production of fur until about 1981. 
I said to Mark that I was very much involved in the 
antifur campaign and it’s embarrassing to be on the 
stage giving away fur coats. And he said, “I under- 
stand your position. They’re gone.” 

For my Showcase, there was an Exercycle, 

roller skates, and a piston-engine Mazda. I bid 
$2,500 and the actual retail value was $2,504. I think 
I was the closest one to the actual retail value from 
anybody ever on that show. 
DOBKOWITZ When the contestants would make 
their bids for the Showcase, I would have to figure 
out the difference right there, so we actually glued 
desktop calculators to the console next to the 
lights. It seems so rinky-dink now. 


To the untrained eye, ‘Price’ looked like a 
well-oiled machine from the start, but there were 
still plenty of mishaps—and wardrobe malfunc- 
tions—to contend with both in front of and behind 
the camera. 

DOBKOWITZ If both Showcase contestants go over, 
we sounda horn, and Bob says, “You are both over,” 
so they would rebid. That happened in the second 
week, and I got my calculators all screwed up [dur- 
ing the rebids]. It was going too fast! I remember 
them saying, “Stop the tape! What’s going on here?” 


“Tlooked down 
and there was 
my bikini 
bottomon the 
floor. Twas 


bottomless.” 
—Anitra Ford (above 
right, with Pennington 
and Barker) 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 53 


Heir to the Skinny Microphone? 


Who will “come on down!” to be the next host of The Price Is Right? It’s a 
(Showcase) showdown! The odds on three candidates and one wannabe. —LR 


John O’Hurley 
He tripped the light fantastic on 
ing With the Stars, and O'Hurley 


ate tap dancing 
ften required on Price—like 
quinely gleef 
rat 
of a waffle iron an 


Temperatures would probably rise on 
The Early Show because the popular 
weatherman would have to hop a plane 
almost daily from New York to tape 
Price, but Price has just enough of 
the goof gene to make Plinko look like a in 20 
foarin’ good time. And hello? 
With a name like that, how can you not 
give him the gig? T2=1 


“T learned 
latein 
lifethatif 
yougivea 
woman acar, 
she’sgoing 
tohug and 


Be) 


kiss you: 


— Bob Barker 
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about the 

‘snowing 
gracefully decline a hug anda 

kiss from a woman (or man), 3=1 


st like Barker 
27 members of AARP 
arm and looks appeal to 
young and old, and neither 
his original pigment since the 
Nixon administration, 6=1 


Rosie O’Donnell 
Girlfriend wants the job more than 
anyone—she said as much during a 

recent taping of The View—but given 
how she accused American Idol of 
being “Wweightist” for ousting Frenchie 
3, we can't see her showing 
much patience for th eO 
models who try to make a five-piece 
dinette set look sexy. 1OO—1 


We didn’t know how to fixit so the show was thrown 
out, never aired—all because of me. 

WOLPERT There were a lot of things we were terri- 
fied of in those days—like having somebody onstage 
who was either drunk or didn’t understand the 
rules.... There was a lady who fainted during the 
Showcase. That was a riot. I’m basically on top of 
the girl, slapping her while the credits are rolling. 

BARKER I knewshe was going, her eyes were just 
rolling up in her head. It was really quite impres- 
sive, to put it mildly. 

FORD [had a bikini that I really liked to wear for 
the Showcases that had gold loops on both sides. 
One time I was trotting along backstage and 
Johnny Olson was right behind me when all of a 
sudden I heard this plop. I looked down and there 
was my bikini bottom on the floor. I was bottomless. 
I turned around and Johnny had just disappeared. 
We never spoke about it. 

DOBKOWITZ During our dinner break [from tap- 
ing], we'd go across the street to have three or four 
drinks, and then we’d come back and laugh at the 
fact that we were drunk. 


BARKER [heard rumors about them going across 
the street to the little bar, but I didn’t go with them. 
That’s a busy street and I was afraid I’d be hit by a 
car.... [Laughs] People would be surprised, I guess, 
to know how dull I really am. 


CBS’ gamble in daytime paid off: ‘Price,’ like 
Joker’s’ and ‘Gambit,’ was an overnight hit, 
appealing to afar more adult audience than the com- 
edy reruns, while generating a 32 share in house- 
holds—meaning almost a third of the country’s TVs 
in use were tuned to the show. Though the network’s 
morning lineup would eventually evolve—Joker’s’ 
went off the air in 1975 and into syndication, while 
‘Gambit’ was canceled in 1976—the reincarnated 
‘Price’ went on to become the longest-running game 
show in U.S. history, and Barker the longest-tenured 
game-show host. 

SILVERMAN Daytime is a glacial medium. When 
you make changes it can take forever for those 
changes to work. But we didn’t miss a beat. We got 
the same ratings for the game shows that we did 
with the comedies, but our adult [viewership] 
improved fivefold. 

WOLPERT Bob was different from minute one. The 
audience just adored him. When he would come 
out of those doors, there was a surge—and, of 
course, there were far more women than men. 
There would be a huge roar. They were just dazzled 
by him. I mean, my God, he looked great. 
BARKER I've had hugs and kisses on every show. 
I learned late in life that if you give a woman acar, 
she’s going to hug and kiss you. [had one come up 
and say, “I’m going to kiss you on the lips.” I said, 
“No, you're not!” 

DOBKOWITZ It seemed as he got older, his [sex 
appeal] took a big jump when he let his hair go 
gray. The women just loved that look. The silver 
fox! Swear to God, that turns a lot of women on. 
SILVERMAN It’s hard for me to envision The Price 
Is Right without Bob. I don’t know whether the 
numbers will totally hold up [after he leaves]. He 
is such an important part of the show. 

GRANT It was obviously a smart decision for Bob 
to stay for 35 years. Why leave a show that’s highly 
successful and go to do something else? The only 
thing that I think Bob might have left Price Is Right 
for was if he had created his own game or audience- 
participation show and it was at the end of his 
contract. Bob is a good businessman. 

BARKER There was one period when I did havea 
show idea that ABC was interested in. I did bring 
that into the discussion with Mark Goodson at 
one of my re-signings, but I decided to stay with 
Price.... It probably is hard to believe, but I have 
thoroughly enjoyed doing this show all these 
years. I have thought every year for the last 10 or 
15 years that maybe I should quit, and then I 
think, “No, I’ll do it another year.” I regret that I’m 
quitting now. @ 
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The #1 or stig on cable is back, and it’ Ss muy calleritel TOP CHEF takes over han — one of America’ S 
hottest food cities — with sizzling competition from 15 chefs all vying for the title. TOP CHEF presents an 
exclusive opportunity for you and a guest to experience Miami Beach like a TOP CHEF. 


ONE (1) GRAND PRIZE WINNER WILL RECEIVE: 


A trip for two to Miami Beach including a 3-day, 2-night stay at THE HOTEL OF SOUTH BEACH and an exclusive opportunity 
to meet one of Miami Beach’s TOP CHEFs. 


To enter visit www.ew.com/TOPCHEF 
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Thirty five years ago, 

the government mandated 
that all cars must have 
seat belts. Do we nave to 
wait for the government 

to tell us all cars need 
Electronic Stability Control? 


2007 Santa Fe 


When something’s this important, why wait fora which comes with a 5-star crash test rating from NHTSA 
mandate? Truth is, Electronic Stability Control(ESC)helps | and America’s Best Warranty,* starting at $21,815** Also 
save lives. That’s why, this year, we'll build over 400,000 available incredibly well equipped for $24,515*** Now, 
vehicles with ESC—standard-including the new SantaFe, that’s good thinking. Learn more at HyundaiUSA.com. 
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Ten Things We Love 
This Week 


“LIP GLOSS,” 
LilMama 
The 17-year-old rapper's 
single takes us back to school 
for a lesson on hooks, hand 
claps, and shiny cosmetics. 
Forget b-a-n-a-n-a-s; this 
stuff is pone 


KNOCKED UP 


Grey’s Anatomy doc Katherine Heig] tests her comic delivery 
as an unlikely mother-to-be in this gleefully raunchy 


flick, costarring Seth Rogen (The 40 Year-Old Virgin). STRANGE aiRee OF PARADISE, 
by Terri Jentz 
In this searing memoir, now out in paperback, the 
REUNITED: author returns to the town where a brutal assault 
THE REAL WORLD LAS VEGAS 6. Weyeeasly cuangeg penieioyeels a0, 
Remember the cast that turned this MTV show 
into a trash-a-thon? They're back for more! Hope Th Pare hal the DVD of thi : 
2 they brought bathing suits for the hot tub. Or not... pa Mad es al chelated ik 
é ite Macca's 21st only plenty of old-fashioned suspense and hard-nosed 
8 AGOOD AND HAPPY = solo album is a acting from Ryan Phillippe and Chris Cooper. 


vibrant set of rock rs . a 
gems that proves ; 
we still do need 

him—even at 64. 


CHILD, by Justin Evans 

: A film adaptation is already in the 

2 works for this psychological thriller 
about a boy's struggle with demons— 
both personal and supernatural. 


CRAZY LOVE 
A catastrophically volatile couple take swipes at each * \ 
other in this oddly poignant big-screen documentary. © 


= 
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DEADWOOD: THE 
COMPLETE SEASON 3 


We bet Roy Rogers never heard 

half the words used by lan McShane, 
immortalized on the discs for HBO’s 
brilliantly foulmouthed Western. 


FLIGHT OF THE CONCHORDS 
“New Zealand's fourth-most-popular digi-folk 
parodists” bring their act to TV on June 17. Can't 
wait? Check out the first episode now at HBO.com. 
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For Clooney, 
Cheadle, Gould, 
and Bernie Mac, a 
cigar is just a cigar 


They’re “analog players ina 
digital world.” That’s how one 
George Clooney, | Cynical wag sums up Danny 
Brad Pitt, Matt | Ocean (George Clooney) and 
Damon, AlPacino | his team of misfit logistical 
PG-13, 113 mins. wizards in Ocean’s Thirteen, 


a (Warner Bros.) | Steven Soderbergh’s delectably 
elaborate and savory soufflé of 
a mother-of-all-scams sequel. Danny and his boys 
are being told that they’re out of touch, not up to 
a matching wits with a 21st-century casino wired 

with technology smarter than they are. Of course, 
the put-down is really a compliment. What makes 
Danny and his gang so winning, apart from their 


Led by Clooney and Pitt the hip button-lipped swagger, is their oldfangled 


ingenuity—their eagerness to spring any trick, 
boys are back for a nother SU percool from weighted roulette balls to a fake earthquake. 
Cc rack at La S Veg as la rece ny In Ocean’s Thirteen, the cons and gambits come 


at you thick and fast, and Clooney and his compa- 


BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN triots guide them all with such insular verbal code 
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THE GODFATHER: EVERETT COLLECTION 


OCEAN'S THIRTEEN: MELINDA SUE GORDON; 


(quick, what’s a Billy Martin?) that the movie is 
beyond sly—it’s a blizzard of blissed-out chicanery. 
There are enough interlocking ruses to fill adozen 
heist thrillers, and a few leftover James Bond 
films besides. Here, however, as in Ocean’s Eleven 
(though not in the overly-pleased-with-itself 
Ocean’s Twelve), the polarities of complication 
and ease of execution are neatly reversed: The 
more impossible the trick, the more that Danny 
and his boys bring it off with a casual, no-sweat, 
who cares? insouciance. It’s grace under pressure 
turned into unfettered masculine style. 

In the witty script by Brian Koppelman and 
David Levien (Rounders), the heist, more than 
ever, is just a MacGuffin, with Danny and his team 
out to take revenge on Willy Bank (Al Pacino, just 
about glowing with depraved capitalist good 
cheer), acasino magnate who has strong-armed 
the benevolent Reuben Tishkoff (Elliott Gould) 
out of co-ownership of his new Las Vegas gaming 
palace. The casino itself is a gaudy tower of sin: a 
three-stranded ribbon of candied metal twirling 
up into the sky. As Willy prepares for opening 
night, Danny readies his plan, which is to squash 
Willy’s chance for a coveted Five Diamond rating, 
and also to slice off his profits, in which case the 
co-ownership reverts back to Reuben. To do that, 
Danny must ensure that the house keeps losing. 

There’s ascam in every corner. How do you fake a 
lie-detector test to get the shrimpy electronics ace 
Livingston Dell (Eddie Jemison) certified as a 
shuffle-machine technician? Why, you put a tack 
in his shoe, so he can step on it when he’s giving a 
true answer, thus spiking the bodily-discomfort 
waves to match his false replies. How do you sneak 
weighted dice into a casino that’s guarded like Dick 
Cheney’s bunker? Easy: You send Virgil and Turk 
Malloy (Casey Affleck and Scott Caan) down toa 
dice factory in Mexico, so they can slip magnetic 
powder into the hot liquid dice mix. And what 
about that bogus earthquake? Nothing to it: Have 
Basher Tarr (Don Cheadle) operate a tunnel drill 
that will rock the casino to its foundations, even if 
buying that drill requires $36 million—and, there- 
fore, the partnership of an old nemesis. I haven’t 
even mentioned the Vegas-from-hell holiday 
orchestrated to torment a professional hotel-casino 
critic (David Paymer); Rusty Ryan (Brad Pitt) 
disguising himself as a hippie seismologist to plant 
ahidden camera; or Linus Caldwell (Matt Damon) 
seducing Pacino’s right-hand woman, Abigail 
Sponder (Ellen Barkin), by wearing aphrodisiac 
cologne—and, for no good reason, a false nose that 
gives him the exact profile of...Steven Soderbergh. 
(Okay, they’re allowed one decadent inside joke.) 

In the Ocean’s films, the sheer complexity of 
the engineering is a delight, and also an ornate 
riff on what “the workplace” has become. Ocean's 
Eleven winked at the armor of male camaraderie, 
with the heist used as a deadpan illustration of 


Say hello to 
Pacino's 


= little friend 
7 Barkin 


ah * 


how men, out of the fear that they might end up 
looking a little too, you know, friendly, now bond 
exclusively through mutual tasks. Ocean’s Twelve 
just winked at itself, but Ocean’s Thirteen returns 
to the first film’s frictionless comedy of attitude. 
The movie is a witty celebration of process, using 
Danny’s casino scam to make a comment on the 
world he’s out to defeat—the world of technology, 
of systems, that now rules us all. To undermine 
the casino and, in particular, its sci-fi surveillance 
computer (which can read the pupil dilations of 
every gambler), Danny and his team must use 
their analog skill to beat the digital world at its 
own game. They may be “doing it for Reuben,” 
but the movie employs a handful of throwaway 
gags (Danny tearing up at Oprah, Virgiland Turk 
fomenting a Mexican workers’ strike) to ask: Ina 
world ruled by process, is compassion still real? 
Oris it just another scam? In Ocean’s Thirteen, it 
is deviously, and merrily, both. A= 


CRAZY LOVE 


GEORGIA RULE 


4 KNOCKED UP 


MR. BROOKS 


PIRATES: AT WORLD'S END 


SHREK THE THIRD 
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+ There's an awful lot 
of The Godfather going 
onin Ocean’s Thirteen: 
Andy Garcia played Al 
Pacino's nephew in 
The Godfather Part Ill; 
the characters played 
by Casey Affleck and 
Scott Caan, Virgil and 
Turk Malloy, take their 
names from Virgil 
“The Turk” Sollozzo in 
The Godfather, and, of 
course, Scott Caan’s 
father, James (above) 
was Sonny Corleone. 


SPIDER-MAN 3 


28 WEEKS LATER 


WAITRESS 


BeOoor » 
CICICSLIRICIESES = 


*EW READER GRADES come from the Front Row, EW’s online reader panel. If you'd like to join, go to frontrowpanel.com/join. 
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SEND QUESTIONS TO ASKTHE 
CRITIC@EW.COM, OR POST THEM 
ONLINE AT EW.COM/ASKTHECRITIC 
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Yes, Virginia} 
there are surfing 
penguins 


License to Chill 


In the wake of those other penguins’ CG success, this hipster take on 
longboard-loving waterfowl is an arctic blast. BY LISA SCHWARZBAUM 


Surf's Up bobs up and down in 
VoicesofShia | thesummer-entertainment 
LaBeouf, | Ocean, sometimes riding the 
JonHeder | buoyant swells ofa giggly 
PG, 82 mins. | stoner joke, and other times 
(Columbia) | cautiously paddling well- 


— tested corporate currents. 
This is, after all, an animated family movie about 
penguins—in the wake of March of the Happy 
Feet, they’re the Angelina Jolie of animals, both 
cute and admired everywhere. Plus, it’s about 
surfing, the Matthew McConaughey of shirtless 
American movie genres, always easy on the eyes. 
Lie on your back in a chlorinated pool—or on the 
carpeted floor of an L.A. office—and you can just 
about imagine the Hollywood studio sessions 
that hatched the casual-Fridays notion of 
cartoon penguins (among them the cocky young 
hero in need of fathering, the old-timer in need 
of rejuvenating, the bully in need of humbling, 
the doofus best friend in need of validating, the 
little-kid penguins in need of jokes involving pee 
and poo)...who enjoy competitive surfing...voiced 
by appealing movie stars...and buoyed by 
unmemorable pop songs. 

And yet, as formulas go, the movie, team- 
written and -directed, sneaks in more tubular 
charm than the average adult ticket buyer might 
expect—or that very young attendees might 
appreciate. The conceit that a documentary crew 
accompanies newcomer surf talent Cody 
Maverick (a winning Shia LaBeouf) from Shiver- 


pool, Antarctica, as he enters his first pro compe- 
tition is a cool one, with room for a lot of gentle 
parody of reality TV conventions. Characters are 
regularly taken aside to comment on the action, 
and the omnipresent “camera” catches glimpses 
of personalities not at their best, including Cody’s 
belittling older brother (Brian Posehn), an otter of 
asports promoter (James Woods), and an agitated 
shorebird who’s a talent scout (Mario Cantone). 

This not being Blue Crush, there are no girl 
penguins competing in the water at all—there’s 
only Lani (Zooey Deschanel) in the waves, a 
plucky lifeguard (and fellow waterfowl) who 
catches Cody’s eye. But there are two standout 
players who convey the movie’s laid-back 
lesson—learned at one’s peril—that having fun is 
more important than winning. One of them’s a 
chicken. Chicken Joe, to be specific, a surfer 
from fun-to-say Sheboygan, Wis., who is so natu- 
rally and genially loosey-goosey, and so stoner- 
sage in the pursuit of his own bliss, that he could 
be voiced only by Napoleon Dynamite’s Jon Heder. 
And he does so, with dime bags of charm. 

And then there’s the aging surfer legend, the 
Big Lebowski of the sport himself, a wise daddy-o 
of an out-of-shape penguin known locally as 
Geek. The dude could be voiced only by Jeff 
Bridges, and he makes this whole fabricated 
snack shack of asummer diversion work. 
Bridges puts warmth, patience, and innate cool 
into every line, like he was born to hang ten—a 
cat, er, penguin who truly has happy feet. 


NOLLYAINY S3UNL9Id ANOS ‘df S.sNNS 


= 
% 
o 
2 
Pd 
= 


SS ME- KEVIN YATAROLA 


French Kiss 


A passionate, daring performance 
makes this Edith Piaf bio sing. 
BY OWEN GLEIBERMAN 


LaVieen | I’mnot usually in the business 
Rose | Ofhailinga performance as 

Marion Cotillard, | “award-worthy,” but why is La 
Gérard | Vie en Rose, with its furious 
Depardieu | turn by Marion Cotillard as 

PG-13,140 mins, | Edith Piaf—less a performance 

(Picturehouse) | than apossession—coming out 


in early summer? Hurtling 
and impassioned, driven by some of the greatest 
popular music ever recorded, this wildly overripe 
and unkempt biopic is a true experience, yet I 
suspect it needs the backdrop of a duskier time of 
year—and, yes, awards season—to draw audiences 
to the mad intensity of Cotillard’s acting. She fills 
the diminutive, firebrand Piaf with life force at 
every age: as a lusty teen urchin, warbling on the 
streets of Paris for her supper; as the imp-diva 
with drawn-on eyebrows, looking like a depressed 
mime as she belts out her sublime cabaret ballads 
in a voice as strong and clear as a bell; and as Piaf 


BETTER e 
ROCKDOCS 


GIMME SHELTER 
(1970) 

Wanna see the 

Rolling Stones lose 
their innocence? The 
Maysles’ film captures 
the chaos—and the 
death—at Altamont. 


THE FILTH AND 
THE FURY (2000) 
Director Julien Temple 
got his hands dirty 
unspooling the sordid 
tale of punk pioneers 


You're Gonna 
Miss Me 
Unrated, 94 mins. (Palm) 


If you've never heard the 
"60s psychedelic cult band 
the 13th Floor Elevators, 
by all means download 
their nuggets: They had 

a spooky thrash beauty, 
and their leader, Roky 
Erickson, sang with a full- 


the Sex Pistols. moon hellcat yow! that 
METALLICA: bridged the fervor of Van 
SOME KIND OF Morrison and the anarchy 
MONSTER (2004) of Janis Joplin. But this 


A blistering look at a 
heavy metal nervous 
breakdown. 


slipshod documentary, a 
portrait of the drug-and- 
mental-illness-addled 
lump Erickson became, is 
too enamored of his decay. 
Director Keven McAlester 
thinks he's making Crumb, 
but he doesn't give you 
enough of Erickson in his 
glory. The film has the taint 
of exploitation. G——OG 


the arthritic, morphine-addicted wreck (she died 
at 47), a Gallic Judy Garland who extinguished 
everything inside but the flame of her will. 
Co-written and directed by Olivier Dahan, La Vie 
en Rose slams through Piaf’s life the way she did— 
with trippy gusto—yet the “impressionistic” time 
leaps, the scattered memories and loose ends, leave 
you longing, at moments, for the more ordered 
force of a movie like Ray. That said, Dahan uses 
the facts of Piaf’s story (her rise on the nightclub 
circuit; her affair with boxing champ Marcel 
Cerdan, whose plane-crash death destroyed her) 
to touch her greatness, which was her ability to 
draw the ardor of life out of tragedy, pouring it into 
song until tragedy and happiness became one. B+ 


TenCanoes Hollywood 
Crusoe Kurddal, Dreams 
Jamie Gulpilil Justin Kirk, Tanna 


Frederick, David Proval 
R, 100 mins. (Rainbow) 


Unrated, 92 mins. (Palm) 


The time is simultaneously 
the distant tribal past and 
an even older age of myths, 
too, in this boldly inventive 
experiment in cross- 
cultural filmmaking from 
director Rolf de Heer. His 
actors are Yolngu people in 
Australia, who play their 
own ancestors during a 
season of canoe building, 
goose-egg hunting, and 
storytelling. The movie— 


Margie (Tanna Frederick) is 
the ultimate Henry Jaglom 
basket case: a dithering, 
grotesquely untalented 
bottom-feeder starlet who 
stumbles into the lives of 
two producer-managers 
(Zack Norman and David 
Proval). She meets the star 
(Justin Kirk) they're han- 
dling, and Jaglom springs 
his wicked joke: The actor 
the first entirely in | is straight and pretending 
Australian Aboriginal | to be gay—his way to get 
languages—is a marvel of ahead in the age of gossip. 

| 

| 


warm collaboration and That's a sharp satirical 
shared jokes about hus- premise, but Jaglom’s 
bands and wives, shot scruffy style doesn't carry 
both in dreamscape color it through. He puts enough 
and pristine black and toxic insincerity on screen 
white. A —LS to singe, though. B— —-OG 
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__ “Depardieu and™ 


= “Cotillard party 
aes > like it's 1935 


“Driven by 


some of the 
greatest 
popular music 
ever recorded, 
this wildly 
overripe biopic 
isatrue 
experience.” 


Pierrepoint—The 
Last Hangman 
Timothy Spall, 

Juliet Stevenson 

R, 90 mins. (IFC First Take) 


An empathetic Timothy 
Spall beetles his brows as 
Albert Pierrepoint, Britain's 
top-of-the-line public 
executioner from the 
1930s into the 1950s, 
who, when he wasn't dis- 
pensing swift justice with 
a rope, liked to raise a pint 
and sing in pubs. (Juliet 
Stevenson keeps her own 
upper lip rigid as Mrs. P.) 
This measured bio- 
production might be viewed 
as a lesser companion 
piece to Vera Drake— 
although in this case, all 
the period-piece tasteful- 
ness makes for a story more 
instructive than emotionally 
tangible. B—LS 
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SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Cigarette 
Smoke Contains Carbon Monoxide. 


PETER MOUNTAIN 


Now Playing 


Bug 

R, 101 mins. 

A creepy love story about a 
twisted couple bound by 
the sensation of bugs 
crawling under their skins. 
Ashley Judd is exciting as 
a woman over the verge. 
B+ (#936, June 1)—LS 


Crazy Love 

PG-13, 92 mins. 

A toxically fascinating 
true-crime/true-romance 
doc. In 1957, Linda Riss, 

a nice Jewish girl, fell for 
Burt Pugach, a nerd of a 
hustler, but when she broke 
free, he had lye thrown in 
her face, blinding her. Then 
he won her back. The film 
pierces tabloid reality in its 
anguished, bloody heart. 
A- (#938, June 8) —OG 


Knocked Up 

R, 129 mins. 

Seth Rogen and Katherine 
Heig! star in Judd Apatow’s 
extremely rude, extremely 
funny, irresistibly menschy 
fairy tale about contempo- 
rary American frogs, 
princesses, childbirth 
classes, and bongs—a 
great dirty-sweet comedy 
for our values-driven time. 
A (#938, June 8) —LS 


Mr. Brooks 

R, 120 mins. 

Kevin Costner slips into the 
role of a serial killer as if it 
were a crisply tailored suit 
(and William Hurt, cackling 
with delight, is sharp as his 
Hyde-like id), but the film 
soon grows preposterous. 
It's a thriller in which even 
the dark side cares, C 
(#938, June 8) —OG 


Once 

R, 88 mins. 

It swoons, and you will too. 
In Dublin, a 30ish fellow 
(Glen Hansard) meets a 
Czech immigrant (Markéta 
Irglova). As they play to- 
gether, the songs take on 
the majesty and devotion 
of a musical dream. A 
(#935, May 25) —OG 


Paprika 

R, 90 mins. 

Virtuoso anime artist 
Satoshi Kon mixes beauty 
and disorienting perspec- 
tives for an intricate, adult 
tale about machine-influ- 
enced soullessness and the 
Japanese love of the cute. 
A-— (#938, June 8) —LS 


Pirates of the 
Caribbean: At 
World’s End 
PG-13, 167 mins. 
Sprightly nonsense, along 
with too much lugubrious 
nonsense. It's two hours 
and 47 minutes of debts, 
curses, shape-shifts, and 
betrayals, most of which 
leave us baffled because 
they don't quite pay off. 
CG (#936, June 1) —OG 


Shrek the Third 
PG, 93 mins. 

It sticks to the swamp it 
knows best, in a mild 
climate of palatable jokes 
about fatherhood, high 
school, and girl power 
(the princess squad is 
awesome). B= (#935, 
May 25) —LS 


Spider-Man 3 
PG-13, 139 mins. 

It's product that tickles 
your eyes. Our hero faces 
three villains, plus his own 
demons, and that's a lot of 
burden to pile on Tobey 
Maguire's star-child gawk. 
B-— (#933, May 11) —OG 


28 Weeks Later 
R, 99 mins. 

Think England's zombie- 
style “rage virus” has been 
contained, just because 
U.S. Army types say so? 

A haunting sequel for an 
age of terrorism and AIDS. 
B+ (#934, May 18) —LS 


Waitress 

PG-13, 104 mins. 

Keri Russell stars as a 
pregnant diner waitress in 
Adrienne Shelly's delec- 
table Dixie screwball romp. 
A (#933, May 11) —OG 


MOVIES 


THE CHART 


BOX OFFICE 


Pirates 3 


Ais Senge of ihe co: _ 
an ship stayed afloat —_ 
this weekend, but a 68 — 
percent drop could mean 

the Johnny Depp—Keira 
Knightley threequel will fall 

short of Dead Man's 

Chest's $423 million gross. 


——s « 


THE TOP 20 


KNOCKED UP 


© Writer-director Judd 
Apatow’s sequel-in-spirit to 
‘The 40 Year-Old Virgin’ pulled 
down just about enough to cover 
its budget. Which means that 
from here on out, things look 
good for the comedy, even ifit 
gets sidelined by ‘Virgin’ star 
Steve Carell’s ‘Evan Almighty’ 
on June 22. 


$10,690 


SHREK THE THIRD 


MR. BROOKS 


© Given the heavy-duty compe- 
tition, this is probably about as 

well as a serial-killer flick star- 

ring Kevin Costner could've ex- 

pected to do. Really, $10 million 
ain’t too shabby. 


SPIDER-MAN 3 


GRACIE 


28 WEEKS LATER 


Se 
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I<) PARIS, JE T'AIME $5,086 
after a month in theaters. 


© Art-house audiences who 

prefer the Seine to the Seven 

Seas were seduced by this 

aS ee | a |e owe 
B suoesor ain ies ae | sas [as] wm 
vo res pa se foe] a 


pone | om fw fe |: | 
anthology lettre d’amour to the 
City of Light, which still boasts 
2o (Ec 
SOURCE: NIELSEN EDI. WEEKENO OF JUNE 1~3 *WEEKEND-GROSS AND GROSS-TO-OATE FIGURES IN MILLIONS 
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astrong per-screen average 
+ INCLUDES SOME MULTISCREEN THEATERS AND PRINTS SHIPPED AS WELL AS INDIVIDUAL SCREENS 
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"== BlackBerry meeents 


with special guest i - ny 


6/1 RIDGEFIELD, WA - AMPHITHEATER AT CLARK COUNTY 6/22 DALLAS, TX - SMIRNOFF MUSIC CENTRE 7/2] HERSHEY, PA - HERSHEYPARK PAVILION/STADIUM 

6/2 GEORGE, WA- GORGE AMPHITHEATRE 6/23. SPRING, TX - CYNTHIA WOODS MITCHELL PAVILION 7/22 ATLANTIC CITY, NJ - BORGATA EVENT CENTER** 

6/3 NAMPA, ID - THE IDAHO CENTER 6/24 SAN ANTONIO, TX - AT&T CENTER 1/24 HOLMDEL, NY - PIN.C. BANK ARTS CENTER 

W/ SANJOSE, CA - HP PAVILION 6/26 CINCINNATI, OH - US BANK ARENA 7/25. WASHINGTON, DC - VERIZON CENTER 

G/6 FRESNO, CA - SAVE MART CENTER 6/28 & 6/29 CHICAGO, IL - CHARTER ONE PAVILION 7/26 UNIONDALE, NY - NASSAU VETERANS MEMORIAL COLISEUM 

G/8 LAS VEGAS, NV - MANDALAY BAY EVENTS CENTER 6/30 NOBLESVILLE, IN - VERIZON WIRELESS MUSIC CENTER 7/30 VIRGINIA BEACH, VA - VERIZON WIRELESS VIRGINIA BEACH AMPHITHEATRE 
6/9 & 6/10 LOS ANGELES. CA - HOLLYWOOD BOWL 7/1 CUYAHOGA FALLS, OH - BLOSSOM MUSIC CENTER 7/31 RALEIGH, NC - WALNUT CREEK AMPHITHEATRE 

6/12 CHULA VISTA, CA - COORS AMPHITHEATRE 7/3 MILWAUKEE, WI ~ MARCUS AMPHITHEATER 8/1 CHARLOTTE, NC - VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATRE 

6/13 GLENDALE, AZ - JOBING.COM ARENA 4 CHICAGO, IL - TASTE OF CHICAGO 8/3 NASHVILLE, TN SOMMET CENTER (FORMERLY THE NASHVILLE ARENA) 
6/15 8 6/16 MORRISON, CO ~ RED ROCKS AMPHITHEATRE 7/5 AUBURN HILLS, MI - PALACE OF AUBURN HILLS 8/4 PELHAM, AL - VERIZON WIRELESS MUSIC CENTER - BIRMINGHAM ; 
G/18 DES MOINES, IA WELLS FARGO ARENA 1/14 HARTFORD, CT - NEW ENGLAND DODGE MUSIC CENTER 8/5 ATLANTA, GA - PHILIPS ARENA 


: te BONNER SPRINGS, KS - VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATRE 7/15 SARATOGA SPRINGS, NY - SARATOGA PERFORMING ARTS CENTER 8/7 TAMPA, FL - FORD AMPHITHEATRE 
20) MARYLAND HEIGHTS, MO - VERIZON WIRELESS AMPHITHEATER 7/17 BOSTON, MA - TD BANKNORTH GARDEN 8 W. PALM BEACH, FL - SOUND ADVICE AMPHITHEATER 


co 


7/18 MANCHESTER, NH - VERIZON WIRELESS ARENA . 
7/20 CAMDEN, NJ - TWEETER CENTER AT THE WATERFRONT 
TICKETS ON SALE NOW conmieed sa 
For complete tour & ticket information visit CONTINUUM 
Tour (Light) Greening by | oh n m d ye l. CO m 
ReveRBs 


<> “*BEN FOLDS NOT APPEARING 


LAND; SUPERMAN: © 


In Ghost Rider, Nicolas Cage is Johnny Blaze, a 
motorcycle-riding daredevil who’s also a bounty 
hunter for Satan with “the power of hellfire.” 
Even if you haven’t seen the movie, I assume 
you've seen Cage’s flaming-skull head, Ghost 
Rider’s main visual attraction. Based on a Marvel 
Comics hero (the best DVD extra is, in fact, a 
history of the character’s various comic-book 
permutations), this isn’t much of a movie, 
although I dig the way Cage puts on a Southern 
drawl to play a hothead as a cool cat, and drinks 
steaming-fresh coffee right out of the pot. But asa 
Nicolas Cage vehicle, Rider is a fresh opportunity 
to give a good head-scratch at this actor’s 

career. Me, I think the guy’s underrated. 

Ghost Rider grossed more than $224 million 
globally in its theatrical release; 2004’s National 
Treasure, which featured Cage running in search 
of ancient valuables, surprised the industry and 
movie critics by making $348 million (a sequel is 
under way). I’m not confusing profits with 
quality here—just pointing out that for a 
fortysomething Elvis Presley fan with a hound- 
dog visage and a baleful monotone voice, Cage 
certainly defies conventional notions of what 
a box office draw is supposed to be. 

I think audiences respond to Cage’s soul- 
fulness, the way he can make his deadpan 
expression an Everyman stare—a blank slate 
upon which you can project your own feelings. 
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This quality has enabled him to stand out even in 
most of his big-cast, major-budget ventures. 

The thing is, ever since he turned blockbuster 
in The Rock (1996), Cage has consistently 
switched up his brawny commercial choices with 
smaller movies that highlight his unique combo 
of aching sincerity and spacey humor. In the 
latter category, I’d cite—and recommend on 
DVD —his earnest police officer in World Trade 
Center (2006) and his acidic arms dealer in Lord 
of War (2005). You can’t necessarily judge 
Cage’s work by the company he keeps, either. 
Directors as heavyweight as Martin Scorsese 
(1999’s Bringing Out the Dead) and Brian De 
Palma (1998’s Snake Eyes) let him coast in his 
trademark manic default mode. But Spike 
Jonze drew out his poignancy in Adaptation 
(2002), and John Woo unearthed Cage’s canny 
impersonator with 1997’s Face/Off. 

Cage won apt acclaim for his touching turn 
in Moonstruck (1987) and an Oscar in 1996 for 
Leaving Las Vegas (dissolution becomes him), 
but I prefer his so-over-the-top-it’s-subtle, 
bug-eating explosion in Vampire’s Kiss (1989), 
and what I think of as his great Elvis-Channeling 
Trilogy: Wild at Heart (1990), Honeymoon in Vegas 
(1992), and Red Rock West (1994). 

So while Ghost Rider merits a simple C+, I 
urge you to dig deeper into the Cage canon for 
more curious, satisfying pleasures. 


Gilded 
| Cage 


Say what you will about 
Ghost Rider. Nicolas Cage's 


career is deservedly ablaze. 
BY KEN TUCKER 


+ Nicolas Cage isa 
hardcore fan of comic 
books. In 2002, he 
put his collection— 
including a copy of 
Action Comics #1, 
featuring the first 
appearance of 
Superman—up for 
auction. It sold for 
$1.6 million. 


wan nn nnn ne en nn en we ne on ee <= 5 
. 


ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY 65 


DIS IS HER LIFE 


Who’s Kathy Griffin slamming in season 1 of 
‘My Life on the D-List’ (Unrated, 267 mins., 2005)? EW 
rounded up a few choice barbs. —Tanner Stransky 


9g 
A 
Q 
f} 
5 


“It's funny to look at things in my life and imagine: 
How would this be for Nicole Kidman? Nicole 
Kidman would not go to the Kabbalah book-release 
party. Nicole Kidman wouldn't go anywhere that | go.” 


“The day that Oprah opens a tabloid and she’s 
not in it—that’s when everybody around her 
is fired.” 


“I'm telling it the way | see it. I'm like the Dr. Phil 

of stand-up. Although Dr. Phil is full of crap too, 
because that big fat a-- needs to lose a few pounds 
before he writes any more diet books.” 


“| think she’s actually a member of the royal 
family.... She’s definitely not American anymore. 
You know, the way Justin Timberlake is black now? 
That's how British Madonna is.” 


“I think my favorite was Rachel Bilson from The O.C., 
who just gave me her publicist's phone number. 

| was like, | get it, Rachel, I’m not supposed to call 
you at home.” 


WELCOME BACK, KOTTER 


| Le 
Fantastic Four 
Extended Edition 
Jessica Alba, Michael 


Chiklis, Julian McMahon 
PG-13, 125 mins., 2005 


Battling McMahon's das- 
tardly Victor von Doom, 
Alba and Chiklis valiantly 
attempt to bring heart and 
gravitas (respectively) to 
this fluffy franchise. But 
gratuitous displays of brawn 
can't beef up a puny plot. 
EXTRAS Featuring 20 more 
(dull) minutes, this FF DVD 
arrives less than two years 
after its predecessor and 
conveniently coincides 
with the June 15 sequel. 
Despite some pleasant 
filmmaker commentary and 
hearty docs (like one about 
FF comic co-creator Jack 
Kirby), there's nothing 
special about this edition. 
C-—Nisha Gopalan 


THE FALL GUY 


Welcome Home, 
Roxy Carmichael 
Winona Ryder, 

Jeff Daniels 

PG-13, 96 mins., 1990 


Few actresses have nailed 
teen angst like Ryder, who 
moped her way to stardom 
in a string of movies that 
strived (with varying de- 
grees of success) for quirk- 
iness. And as delusional 
adoptee Dinky Bossetti, 
who's waiting for the titular 
hometown honey to return 
and claim her as her 
daughter, she’s a heartfelt 
delight. But even she can't 
save Roxy Carmichael, an 
offbeat pic pointlessly 
oversaturated with grating 
characters who look like 
they got lost on their way 
to a John Waters fan club 
convention. EXTRAS None. 
B-—Nicholas Fonseca 


WELCOME (1975-76) Gabe Kotter (comic Gabe Kaplan) 


BACK, 
KOTTER 


returns to his Brooklyn high school to teach 
remedial social studies to the underachieving 
Sweathogs. Best Episode In “Barbarino's 
Girl,” ladies’ man Vinnie Barbarino (John 
Travolta) is tutored by comeback queen Judy 
(Helaine Lembeck), and it's a match made in 
smartass heaven. Three Decades Later... We 
dig the after-school-special-style morals. 
And Horshack’s “Oh, oh!” and Barbarino’s 


“What?... Where?” still kill. B+ —Mandi Bierly 
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CHIPS 


(1977-78) California Highway Patrol officers 
Jon Baker (Larry Wilcox) and Frank Ponch- 
erello (Erik Estrada) keep the streets safe, the 
women charmed, and the Ding Dongs handy. 
Best Episode “Dog Gone” has comedy (the 
cops chase a dog) and drama (someone 
tampers with one of their bikes)...plus the first 
shot of Ponch shirtless. Three Decades 
Later... Ride-along sequences feel like filler, 
but the emphasis on character over crime- 
scene investigation is refreshing. B —MB 


(1981-82) Hollywood stuntman Colt Seavers 
(Lee Majors) moonlights as a bounty hunter 
with the help of his naive cousin Howie (Doug- 
las Barr) and feather-haired gal pal Jody 
(Heather Thomas). Best Episode “Colt’s An- 
gels” lets our normally genial hero turn bad to 
the bone when he infiltrates a biker gang. Very 
Wild One. Two Decades Later... Pre-CGI 
stunts are old-school impressive, and the Ma- 
jors-sung “Unknown Stuntman” ranks among 
the best TV themes ever. B* —Paul Katz 


WHAT'S HAPPENING NOW!! 
(1985-86) What's Happening!!'s teens are 
all grown up: Raj (Ernest Thomas) is married; 
Dwayne (Haywood Nelson) and Rerun (Fred 
Berry) are roommates; sassy waitress Shirley 
(Shirley Hemphill) co-owns the local hangout. 
Best Episode In “The House Guest,” beret- 
wearing Rerun channels Hugh Hefner (love 
the bathrobe!) while wooing a lady at Raj's 
pad. Two Decades Later... The clunky jokes 
and incessant mugging grate. To paraphrase 
Rerun's classic line: “Nay, nay, nay!" D —PK 
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SIC: KASTNER/SST FILMS/KOBAL COLLECTION; THE VERDICT: EVERETT COLLECTION: THE HUSTLER: SIPA; APOCALYPTO: ANDREW COOPER 


N: THE HILL> WARNER HOME VIDEO; A LITTLE 


QUEEN OF THE DESERT: GRAMERCY PICTURES/EVERETT Ci 


THE ADVENTURES OF PRISCILLA 


The Adventures 
of Priscilla, Queen 
of the Desert 

Extra Frills Edition 
Terence Stamp, Hugo 
Weaving, Guy Pearce 

R, 103 mins., 1994 


Some of the jokes land like 
bad cabaret, but the Aus- 
tralian smash about three 
drag queens storming the 
outback in a pink bus still 
has exuberance to spare, 
plus a lovely turn from 
Stamp as the wry Berna- 
dette. EXTRAS A making- 
of doesn't offer much, but 
director Stephan Elliott's 
commentary compensates 
with loads of entertaining 
war stories about the 
cash-strapped shoot. (Ma- 
terials for the outrageous 
Oscar-winning costumes 
were bought at Kmart.) 
B+ —Kerrie Mitchell 


‘ es 
The Hill 
Sean Connery, 


Ossie Davis 
Unrated, 123 mins., 1965 


Think of this Sidney 
Lumet-directed drama as 
a British Cool Hand Luke. 
Connery, mustached and 
tersely masculine, plays a 
WWII sergeant sentenced 
to a North African military 
stockade for striking anoth- 
er officer. There, the men 
(including Davis as a Ja- 
maican soldier) are forced 
by sadistic superiors to 
climb the titular, man-made 
hill in the killing heat. Rebel- 
with-a-cause clichés are 
mostly averted by sturdy 
acting, Oswald Morris’ vivid 
black-and-white cine- 
matography, and a satisfy- 
ingly bleak conclusion. 
EXTRAS A puffy making-of 
doc. B+ —Tim Purtell 


Double Take 


A Little 

Night Music 
Elizabeth Taylor, Len 
Cariou, Diana Rigg 
PG, 120 mins., 1978 


The jigsaw-like love story 
is a lark (Taylor is bedding 
two married men, one 
won't sleep with his virgin 
wife, and that guy's son 
pines for his own step- 
mother!). Stephen Sond- 
heim’s songs are lush and 
whimsical (“Men are stu- 
pid, men are vain/Love's 
disgusting, love's insane”). 
But why the stilted close- 
ups and too-shadowy 
lighting? This movie of the 
1973 musical (based on 
Bergman's Smiles of a 
Summer Night) falls as 
flat as Liz's high notes in 
“Send in the Clowns.” 
EXTRAS None. C— 
—Melissa Rose Bernardo 


HELLOOOO...NEWMAN 


Paul Newman’s evolution from arrogant rogue to washed-up lush— 
on screen, of course!—is showcased in two collector's editions 


The Hustler (1961) 

THE SETUP Cocky young pool 

shark Fast Eddie Felson (Newman) 
takes aim at the best—the dapper 
Minnesota Fats (Jackie Gleason). 
FRANK TALK Pool maestro Willie 
Mosconi recommended Frank Sinatra 
for the role of Eddie. Sinatra wanted 
it so badly that he optioned the book. 
WORTHY EXTRAS? Yes, if only to 
hear the elusive Newman concede 
Gleason's billiards supremacy, and 
Piper Laurie, who played Eddie's gal, 
confide her deathly fear of imposing 
costar George C. Scott. A— 


The Verdict (1982) 

THE SETUP Disgraced attorney Frank 
Galvin (Newman) seeks redemption 
in a case against Boston's legal and 
Catholic establishments. 

FRANK TALK Sinatra lobbied for 
this part, too, as did Butch Cassidy 
sidekick Robert Redford, who 
envisioned a more noble Galvin. 
WORTHY EXTRAS? We object...to 
the resurrected Sidney Lumet- 
Newman “joint” commentary featuring 
a paltry 88 seconds of chat from the 
star. Fortunately, his performance 
speaks for itself. B* —Jeff Labrecque 


THE CHART 


DVD SALES 


oprice | wrens 
TOP 20 Pg Rs Oe 
iN) APOCALYPTO — |$509) 1 | BF 
EA) EPIC MOVIE - |$397/) 1 8" 
© This blockbuster-spoof- 
ing flick—which lampoons 
such titles as ‘The Chroni- 
cles of Narnia’ and ‘Nacho 
Libre’—was written and 
directed by ‘Scary Movie’ 
alums Jason Friedberg and 
Aaron Seltzer, 
3 LETTERS FROM IWO JIMA 'é $138 1 A- 
C3) =STOMP THE YARD 1 | $614 2 C+ 
SO 
3) PAN'S LABYRINTH 2 | $376) 2 A 
| = 
6 NIGHT AT THE MUSEUM 3 |$250.8) 5 C- 
7 PIRATES; DEAD MAN'S CHEST 15 ($423.3) 25 B+ 
8 HAPPY FEET 9 $198.0 9 A- 
9 PIRATES: BLACK PEARL 30 ($305.4) 182 B 
© Yo, ho, ho! ‘Curse of the 
Black Pearl’—which hit DVD 
in December 2003—swash- 
buckles its way back onto the 
sales chart in the wake of last 
week's addition ‘Dead Man’s 
Chest’ (No. 7). Also getting a 
boost by a current sequel: 
‘Shrek 2’ (No. 18). 
DEJA VU 12 ($640 5 C+ 
DREAMGIRLS | 5 |$1034 4 B 
THE 0.C.: SEASON 4 - - 1 - 
© Relive the granola- 
fication of Summer (Rachel 
Bilson) and the tearful series 
finale. Plus: Chrismukkah in 
July! A DVD extra pays 
homage to the signature 
‘OC, holiday celebration. 
1 fn a— 
LE) BLOOD DIAMOND 18 $574 10 A 
+ 
1) SCRUBS: SEASON 5 24 - 7 - 
2) ~=MUSIC AND LYRICS 7 |$506 3 B- 
u\-) ROOTS: 30 ANNIVERSARY - - 1 8 
ee 
iv BECAUSE! SAID SO 6 | $427, 3 C+ 
} 
ut?) SHREK2 | 25 |$436.7) 134 B 
uL-)) ARTHUR AND THE INVISIBLES 4 $15.1 2 B- 
r49)) SMOKIN’ ACES 20 $358) 6 B- 


APOCALYPTO 


Serious violence and 
gruesome sacrifice 
scenes didn't scare 
DVD buyers away 
from Mel Gibson's 
journey through the 
Mayan jungle. 


SOURCES; RENTRAK RETAIL ESSENTIALS FOR THE WEEK ENDING MAY 26. 2007; NIELSEN EDI *0N MILLIONS 
+ ORMUNAL THEATRICAL GRADE 
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Maybe you can have it all. 
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JOHN FROM CINCINNATI: JON P. JC 


Chances are, if you know 
nothing else about John From 
Sundays, | Cincinnati, you’ve seen the TV 
Q9p.m. | and print ads of Bruce Green- 
HBO | wood, who plays a legendary 
surfer, levitating a few inches 
off the ground. It’s a paranormal touch not 
usually associated with the low-down humanism 
of series co-creator David Milch Deadwood, 
NYPD Blue). But it is in keeping with the work of 
co-creator Kem Nunn, asurfer and novelist 
whose books—starting with the great Tapping 
the Source (1984)—have always allowed for the 
elemental, mystical pull of the ocean. 

Set in grungy environs around Southern Cali- 
fornia’s Imperial Beach, John From Cincinnati 
concerns a radically dysfunctional family—aside 
from Greenwood’s Mitch Yost, there is his wife, 
Cissy (a breeze-blown-lovely Rebecca De Mor- 
nay), their drug-addicted surfer son, Butchie 
(Brian Van Holt), and Butchie’s 14-year-old son, 
Shaun (Greyson Fletcher), a surf rat who wants 
to turn pro, much against the wishes of grandfa- 
ther Mitch. The Yosts all squabble with each 
other, yet Milch and Nunn are efficient at con- 
veying the salty clan’s mutual love and concern. 

Into their lives comes the title character 
(Austin Nichols), a blank-faced young man who 
either repeats what anyone says or makes cryp- 
tic, oracular statements (most often: “Some 
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things I know and some things I don’t” and “The 
end is near”). Butchie befriends John because 
John has some money and junkies appreciate 
money. The show wants us to remain confused 
about John—he might be, as someone wonders, 
“slow,” or an idiot savant, or the indirect agent 
of a miracle occurring in the second hour that 

I won’t spoil. 

I barely have room to say that Married... 

With Children’s Ed O’Neill is wondrous and 
Deadwood-style foulmouthed as an ex-cop 
family friend, and Luke Perry is archly wolfish 
as the surfing promoter who helped ruin 
Butchie’s career and plots to control Shaun’s. 
And Greenwood—so sly and quiet yet command- 
ing—renders Mitch a surfer of great metaphysi- 
cal waves. The ceaseless ways in which Milch 
and Nunn challenge our expectations about how 
families, friends, and strangers are meant to 
convey their fealty to each other, along with 
some fine hard-boiled dialogue and fisticuffs, 
suggest great continuing pleasures. 

The TV-network apothecaries like their 
products labeled for easy audience identifica- 
tion—Hugh Laurie’s House is always cranky; 
Ugly Betty is always pretty on the inside. Yet I, 
like some of you, enjoy the experience more 
when there are some things I know and some 
things I don’t. We are, in short, in league with 
this John from Cincinnati. 
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Making 
Waves 


HBO’s supernatural take 
on surfing culture shakes 
up the family drama. 

BY KEN TUCKER 


+ Surf novelist Kem 
Nunn is one degree 
from Kevin Bacon 
(above). He was an 
uncredited writer on 
Bacon's Wild Things. 
+ John has a talented 
cast: Austin Nichols 
was a pro water skier, 
Keala Kennelly is a 
surf champ, and 
Greyson Fletcher is a 
top skateboarder. 
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Blaze of Glory 


In its fourth season, Rescue Me's 
black comedy is still red-hot. 
BY CLARK COLLIS 


Cancer. Drug use. Mammary 

Wednesdays, | autographing. Christmas- 

10p.m. | flavored vomit. All appear in 
FX | the fourth-season premiere 
of the dramedy Rescue Me, 
which tracks the frequently less-than-heroic 
activities of a fictional New York firehouse crew. 
Actually, all appear before the opening credits, 
which serves as a reminder that Rescue Me 
co-creator, co-writer, and star Denis Leary is not 
aman afraid to investigate life’s less wholesome 
avenues. True, there is nothing here as shocking 
as the scene from last season in which Leary’s 
alcoholic firefighter, Tommy Gavin, rapes his 
own wife (Andrea Roth). But there are plotlines 
about anymphomaniac nun and the sex drive of 
a mentally challenged man, and Gavin finds 
himself facing the possibility of a spell behind 
bars—although not, significantly, for the afore- 
mentioned sex crime. 

For those who like their comedy coal black, 
Rescue Me remains scabrously funny, thanks 
principally to the motormouthed Leary and to 
Tatum O’Neal, who just gets better and better 
as Gavin’s nutjob of a sister. But the show has 
become even more deft at jackknifing from jollity 
to deadly serious depictions of the risks its 
(anti)heroes take while fighting fires. Indeed, 
there is a point in this episode when you gen- 
uinely believe Leary has followed through on an 
idea he floated to EW last year about the series 
abruptly terminating midseason with most of 
the cast dead in a blaze. That would make for 
some unforgettable TV. But it would also rob us 
of a show that is a long way from burning out. 
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Best in Shows 


The Emmy noms aren’t announced until later this summer, 
but who wants to wait that long? Now that the spring TV 
season ts done, here are our own awards. —Alynda Wheat 
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THE VIEW You tried hard, Grey's 
Anatomy, what with Gaygate, 
Paygate, and that |zzie/George love 
jones. You even went so far as to 
sever Kate Walsh like a starfish limb 
so another show can grow. But no 
series has a bigger death wish than 
The View. Rosie brought ratings, but 
her brawls with everyone (including 
two cohosts) made for such outra- 
geous TV porn that they might as 
well rename the show Pay Per View. 


LOST The Sopranos was off-key for 
seasons, and The Simpsons annoyed 
us like only family can. But the real 
comeback kids are the folks at 

Lost. With a—yes, we use this word 
a lot, but this time we really mean 
it—stunner of a season finale, the 
show's creators proved they know 
exactly where they're taking us. (And 
we'll stop asking if we're there yet.) 


THE UNIT Not since Alias 
dismantled SD-6 have we so fierce- 
ly wondered, What the heck do they 
do now? In the season capper, the 
crew disbanded under government 
orders, team leader Jonas (Dennis 
Haysbert) fled to Panama, and Boy 
Scout Bob (Scott Foley) took up 
with the feds. How they'll get back 
to being the good guys, we have 
absolutely no idea. 


HOUSE Adios, series regulars! 
Close to Home and Jericho killed cast 
members, but both of those shows 
got whacked by CBS, so they don't 
count. And Grey's Anatomy is so 
crowded that they needed the lay- 
offs. This year's biggest casting-off 
prize goes to House, where the 
doc's entire team—a full half of 

the characters on the show—either 
quit or caught a pink slip. 
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GES: AMERICAN ID0 


WHAT’S NEW IN...WEBTV 


Missed the latest TV efforts from Sam Raimi and Spike Jonze? Maybe 
you're looking in the wrong place. Web TV is starting to attract some serious 
talent. A few of the more savory recent offerings. —Nisha Gopalan 


- 


DEVIL'S TRADE ON 
FEARNET.COM 

Sam Raimi returns to his 
Evil Dead roots by helping 
to develop this series of 
seven three- to five-minute 
episodes, in which a Goth 
teen's trinket unleashes 
horror on him and his 
sexed-up sister, What it 
lacks in originality (remem- 
ber The Brady Bunch's 
creepy tiki story?), Trade 
makes up for in less-talk- 
more-action satisfaction. B 


ui 


Wipe easy 


VBS.TV ONION NEWS 

The crew behind the irrev- NETWORK ON 

erent Vice magazine joins THEONION.COM 
forces with creative The Daily Show stole the 


consultant Spike Jonze to 
bring you hipster music 
and fashion stories. But 
these globe-trotters truly 
impress with five- to six- 
minute news segments: 
Stories such as “Heavy 
Metal in Baghdad” and 
“Inside Sudan” were 
actually filmed in Bagh- 
dad and Sudan. A 


fake-news pioneer's 
shtick—and The Onion 
wants it back. The plan: 
translate headlines like “Al 
Qaeda Also Fed Up With 
Ground Zero Construction 
Delays” into clips that 
one-up Daily in snark. 
Sometimes it works, but 
The Onion's rival is still the 
sharper deadpanner, B= 


SOUND BITES 


“They got the name 300 by 
measuring how gay it was ona 


scale from 1 to 10.” 
—HOST SARAH SILVERMAN ON THE MTV MOVIE AWARDS 


“I'm not sure what that is. | mean, it’s a bit 
of krumping and a bit of tapping. Is it called 
crapping?” 

—JUDGE NIGEL LYTHGOE, AFTER AN ENERGETIC AUDITION BY 
ISAURO GOMEZ, ON SO YOU THINK YOU CAN DANCE 


“Sir, do you mind just wiping the snot off 


your f---ing face before we serve chicken 
and snot?” 

—GORDON RAMSAY, IMPOSING THOSE FAMOUSLY 
UNREASONABLE CULINARY STANDARDS ON A CONTESTANT, 
ON HELL’S KITCHEN 


“I’m an artist, so | understand freedom 
of expression.” 

—ELISABETH HASSELBECK, DISCUSSING THE FCC, ON 
THE VIEW 


“The hot-dog-eating crown rightfully belongs 
to America, because America invented the 
hot dog when a family of raccoons got lost in 
a toothpaste factory.” 

—STEPHEN COLBERT ON THE COLBERT REPORT 


THE CHART 


2006-2007 SEASON RATINGS 


AMERICAN 
IDOL 


No surprise here: 
America's favorite 
singing contest takes 
the crown as the 

No. 1 show of the 
2006-07 season. 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Wednesday, 9 p.m. 


AMERICAN IDOL Fox, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 


DANCING WITH THE STARS 
ABC, Tuesday, 8 p.m. (Fall) 


© The twinkle-toed hit chipped away at ‘Idol’: 
Since last season, the ‘Dancing’ competition is 
up by 2 million viewers, while 4.2 million more 
ballroom enthusiasts have been tuning in for 

the results hour. 


CSI CBS, Thursday, 9 p.m. 


DANCING WITH THE STARS 
ABC, Monday, 8 p.m. (Spring) 


DANCING WITH THE STARS—RESULTS 19.0 
ABC, Wednesday, 8 p.m. (Fall) 

GREY'S ANATOMY ABC, Thursday, 9 p.m. 18.7 
HOUSE Fox, Tuesday, 9 p.m. 18.5 | 
DANCING WITH THE STARS—RESULTS 18.0 
ABC, Tuesday, 9 p.m. (Spring) 

DESPERATE HOUSEWIVES 11.0 


ABC, Sunday, 9 p.m. 


SUNDAY NIGHT FOOTBALL 
NBC, Sunday, 8:21 p.m. 


© New NBC co-chief Ben Silverman has his 
work cut out for him. The network has only 
two entries in the season’s top 20; pro football 
and the game show ‘Deal or No Deal’ (14th). 
The Peacock’s best-rated scripted entry? 
First-year sci-fi drama ‘Heroes’ (23rd). 


— 
CSI: MIAMI CBS, Monday, 10 p.m. 16.5 


SURVIVOR: COOK ISLANDS 15.4 
CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 


DEAL OR NO DEAL NBC, Monday, 8 p.m. 14.8 


WITHOUT A TRACE CBS, Thursday/Sunday, 10 p.m. 


SURVIVOR; FiJl CBS, Thursday, 8 p.m. 14.2 
NCIS CBS, Tuesday, 8 p.m. 14.2 
TWO AND AHALF MEN 42 
CBS, Monday, 9 p.m. 

COLD CASE CBS, Sunday, Various times 141 
LOST ABC, Wednesday, 10 p.m. 138 | 


OFF THE CHART Nota single freshman series made 
the top 20. Some buzzworthy contenders that came 
close include NBC’s aforementioned ‘Heroes,’ CBS’ 
‘Shark’ (25th) and ‘Rules of Engagement’ (29th), and 
ABC's ‘Ugly Betty’ (85th). 


* WEEKLY AVERAGE IN MILLIONS FROM SEASON PREMIERE TO MAY 23,2007 SOURCE: NIELSEN MEDIA RESEARCH 
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BY ALYNDA WHEAT 


W HA ( t 0 WA i C H Aday-to-day guide to notable programs* 


Chef turns up 
the heat on its 
third season 


SEASON PREMIERE 


WEDNESDAY 6.13 
10-11:15Pm 


Top C hef Bravo, TV-14 


Forget the major networks and the warmed-over unscripted 
shows they're trying to pass off as edible. This summer's best 
reality show is Top Chef. For season 3, judge Tom Colicchio 
and his Gourmand Gang (Padma Lakshmi and Gail Simmons) 
move to Miami and are joined by Queer Eye refugee Ted Allen. 
The contestants appear to have more professional experience 
than their predecessors. No worries though. Chef still manages 
to cook up an irresistible meal of nuts, snakes (literally and 
figuratively), and beef (hi Dale!). Yum. B+ —Henry Goldblatt 


*TIMES ARE EASTERN DAYLIGHT AND ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE 


pe 
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Monday 6.11 


Inside the Actors 
Studio 

Bravo, TV-PG-L 

Didja read my Spotlight on 
Kyra Sedgwick (page 21)? 
Lovely! Then perhaps you'll 
be interested in a chat with 
her in which the interviewer 
doesn’t make her cry. 


Series Debut 


Making News: 

Texas Style 

TV Guide, TV-PG 

Clue that it's the No. 2 news 
station in Midland, Tex.: Even 
the reporter's accent is fake. 


Creature Comforts 
CBS, TV-PG-DL 

Cartoon animals discuss art 
and self-image in a totally 
unpretentious, screw- 
grad-school kind of way. 


The Life and Death 
of Anna Nicole: An E! 
News Special 

E!, TV-14-DLS 

E! News? Uh-huh. Who's 
the anchor, Bobby Trendy? 


Season Premiere 


Big Love 

HBO, TV-MA 

See what happened after 
Barb destroyed the entire 
family with her pathological 
need to appear normal. 


Hell’s Kitchen 

Fox, TV-14-L 

“One of the contestants 
starts to succumb to the 
pressure and might not have 
what it takes to survive...” 
Hmm...could it be Aaron, the 
retirement-home chef who 
seasons his food with the 
salt of his tears? Find out! 


Cities of the 
Underworld 

History, TV-PG 

London, in a bunker that 
holds 8,000 folks. Par-tay! 


Ani-Monday Launch! 


Ghost in the Shell: 
Solid State Society 
Sci Fi, TV-14-LSV 

The kids over at Cartoon 
sneer that they've already 
aired much of Sci Fi's new 
anime bloc. It's so cute 
when geeks try to fight. 


Kyle XY 

ABC Family, TV-14-V 

Fans of this sci-fi yarn will 
be pleased to hear that 
the season 2 premiere 
holds some answers to the 
mystery behind Kyle, 
namely why he’s sans belly 
button. (Hint: He didn’t 
mature inside his mom's 
womb.) There's also a lot 
of exposition and back- 
ground info—great for 
newbies jumping into the 
series, but slow going for 
committed viewers. Hang 
in there, though, because 
things pick up with a new 
character's introduction, 
along with hints that Kyle 
might not be the only one 
uncomfortable baring his 
midriff. B —Tim Stack 
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7-8:30PmM 

Have You Seen 
Andy? 

Cinemax, TV-14 

In 1976, 10-year-old 
Andy vanished. His friend 
picks up the search. 


Series Debut 
8-8:30Pm 

| Propose 

Style, TV-PG 

So many reasons to resent 
this show. Which is yours? 
(a) Your husband never 
asked this nicely? 

(b) Your boyfriend still 
won't get off his duff and 
down on one knee? 

(c) Boyfriend? What 
boyfriend? 


Series Debut 
10-10:30pm 

Bad Girls Road Trip 
Oxygen, TV-14 

Meet the Bad Girls’ 
friends and families. Get 
a visual on who to blame. 


SEAS 
PREMIERE 


10-11Pm 

Miami Ink 

TLC, TV-PG-D 

You can’t spell tat with- 
out T and A. Since Kat 
Von D, the /nk spot’s sole 
female tattoo artist, left 
in last season's finale, 
the shop is low on its 
supply of hot girls with 
needles. Auditions start 
with Tasi, who prefers 
spooky designs but can’t 
seem to get to work on 
time. Better to tune in for 
the clients, like tonight's 
“vampire,” a bikini model, 
and an 80-year-old get- 
ting her first brand. B 


8-9pm 

Pirate Master 

CBS 

If they get eyeliner and 
gold, we should get to 
see them walk the plank, 


9-10Pm 

So You Think You 
Can Dance 

Fox, TV-PG 

As Mary would say, 


The competition gets real 
as two hoofers shake their 
moneymakers back home. 


9-10Pm 

CSI 

CBS, TV-14-V 

See how all the Miniature 
Killer madness began. (R) 


9pm—CoNcLUSION 

NBA Finals Game 4 
ABC 

If it ends tonight, comfort 
yourself with this: Kobe's 
watching it at home too. 
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SEASON PREMIERE 

10-11pm* _ 
» 

PBS 
Rob Thomas 
gives us his heart, 
makes it real (so don't 
forget about it). 


*check local listings 


10-10:59pm 

Studio 60 on the 
Sunset Strip 

NBC, TV-14-L 

“Jordan takes a turn for 
the worse.” Hey, if we'd 
known that her dying was 
even a remote possibility, 
we might've been inclined 
to stay with this show. 


Old People, Crimes 

TipmM—-1TAM 

Murder, She Wrote 

Hallmark, TV-PG 

Know where to go when 
Law & Order reruns ain't 
treatin’ you right. (R) 


8-Spm 

Explorer: FBI 
Takedown 

National Geographic 

If food porn and poker 
porn aren't doing it for 
you anymore, escalate to 
law-enforcement porn. 


Season Premiere 


9-11Pm 

Last Comic Standing 

NBC, TV-14 

As if our relationship with 

the rest of the planet Beeuen 


wasn't toxic enough, LCS 


is going international! But 10:30-11pm 


Bushwhacked 


first it's gonna start with 
NYC, Montreal, and San 
Antonio. Baby steps. 


Season Finale 
9-10Pm 

One Tree Hill 

The CW, TV-14-DL 
What to get Nathan for 
graduation? Laptop? 


Lil’ Bush Comedy Central, TV-14-D 

Pity Jon Stewart, friends. While The Daily Show host 
offers an urbane perspective on the absurdity of our 
governmental process, his network uses its commer- 
cial breaks to shove this borderline-irresponsible 
cartoon down our throats. Bush, Cheney, Rumsfeld, 
and Condi Rice are kids! And they're all stupid and 
evil! Cheney drinks the blood of chickens! And Jeb 
Bush is retarded! Etc.! It’s a juvenile pile of manure 
aching to hit the conservative pundit fan. Thus, | beg 


iPod? Prom baby? Ooh, I'll 
bet nobody gets him that! 


Benchwarmer: 
Ray gets in the 
game as an 
Emmy presenter 


| MINSIDE LOOK 
| 9-11pm 

| The 34th Annual Daytime Emmy Awards 

| CBS 

| Rachael Ray tapes 285 TV episodes a year with ease, 
: but this presenting gig is keeping her up at night. “It's 
: nerve-racking,” says Ray, whose self-titled show gar- 

; nered seven nominations, including Outstanding Talk 
| Show Host. “If | could just go out and chop an onion 

: while presenting, it'd be great. A little stove by the 

| podium? I'd have it made.” While winning is enticing, 
| it's not Ray’s only Emmy wish: “I've never met Bob 

| Barker,” she says. “His hair is unbelievable, I'd really 

| love to touch Bob Barker's hair.” —Tanner Stransky 


those on the right—and, while I'm at it, everyone 
else—not to watch. D —Whitney Pastorek 


Bye-bye, Bob! 
11am—Noon 

The Price Is Right 
CBS, TV-G 

Yesterday, 

There were so many 
Plinko games to play. 
Now we're old and Bob's 
hair has gone gray. 

| can't believe it ends 
today. 

Suddenly, 

While Bob putts for eagle 
in the Keys, 

Someone else will stand 
there on TV. 

“Cheer up,” they say. 
“Won't be Rosie.” 


Season Premiere 
9-10PmM 

Man vs. Wild 
Discovery, TV-PG-V 

Bear Grylls (real name) 
teaches us how to survive 
in places we ought to 
know better than to visit 
in the first place. Tonight: 
the Everglades. 
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Saturday 6.16 


8-9Ppm 

Glamour’s 20 Wedding 
Dos & Don’ts 

Style, TV-PG 

It's fairly basic—don't wear 
white (unless you're the 
bride). Do wear black 
(unless you're the bride). 


8-10:59Pm 
Cold Mountain 
NBC, TV-14-S\ 


No, honestly, just the one 
sex scene. 


8-10Ppm 

The 50 Funniest 
Women Alive 
Oxygen, TV-PG 

Alive?! Damn, Moms 
Mabley’s shafted again. 


9-10Pm 

Monterey 40 

Wie 

Commemorative doc on the 
concert that introduced 
American audiences to the 
Who and Hendrix. 


Miss Match: 
Meet Patti, the 
Dr. Phil of love 


10-11Pm 

Confessions of a Matchmaker A&E, TV-14-D\ 
Following dating doyenne Patti on her quest to pair off 
Buffalo's lonelyhearts is worthwhile not for the advice 
(don’t order shots at dinner and never use the term “sec- 
ond base” when discussing relationships—or really ever), 
but rather for Patti’s smackdowns (one tanorexic gets “By 
the time you're 50, you'll be a hag”). In the debut of this 
reality show Patti works with a morbidly obese barber, 

a self-described “Carmen Electra—meets—Nicole Richie,” 
and a 41-year-old virgin. Some find love and some find 
ABBA, while you, dear reader, just found something to do 
if you're home on Saturday night. B+ —Meeta Agrawal 


Sunday 6.17 


Billy Campbell 
and Summer Glau 


PREMIERE 


9-10Pm 

The 4400 USA, TV 
| feel bad for The 4400. The series launched three years 
ago with a great premise (a select group of people have 
extraordinary powers that may be pivotal in saving the 
world), ages before Heroes, and it will, | fear, be relegated 
to the kids’ table. This fourth-season opener won't 
exactly help its cause: Government agent Tom Baldwin 
(Joel Gretsch), still pining for his lost love Alana, who 
disappeared in last season's finale, has to figure out how 
to stop a high schooler whose drug-gifted superpower 
makes him an object of worship. A decent episode, but 
sadly not quite extraordinary enough. B —Mare Bernardin 


Season Premiere 
9-10PmM 
Bridezillas 

NEtv, TV-14- 


More ex-wives in training. 


Sertes Debut 


10-11Ppm 
Meadowlands 
Showtime, TV-MA-DLSV 


You thought they put all the 
folks in Witness Protection in 
different towns? Interesting. 


Series Debut 
10-11PpM 
Ice Road Truckers 


History, TV-PG-| 

Meet the dttdes men who 
deliver supplies to diamond 
mines over frozen lakes. 


Series Debut 
10:30-11Pm 

Flight of the Conchords 
HBO, TV-14 

Kiwi version of Tenacious D, 
so they're awesome and they 
have accents. It is so on. 


ALL NEW SEASON 


mondays at 8/7c 


- 


Qa 


family 


new kind of family 


Peace 
Offering 


A myriad of musicians 
re-lmagine John Lennon's solo 
catalog—with mixed results. 
BY CHRIS WILLMAN 
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R.E.M.’s Michael Stipe 


SAVESARFUR | Maybe it’s toosoon to releasea 
ae John Lennon tribute, with the 
‘ horrors of May 23 still fresh in 
s : 
our minds. Beatles fans haven’t 
fully recovered from that 
night’s American Idol finale 


Instant Karma: | 
The Amnesty salute to Sgt. Pepper—an 
International | assault that saw Taylor Hicks 
Campaignto | turning “A Day in the Life” into 
Save Darfur | a Michael Bolton ballad. Amid 
(Warner Bros.) | this lingering post-traumatic 
Rock | stress comes Instant Karma, 


a charity project that finds 
superstars and cult artists tackling Lennon’s per- 
sonal, peace-mongering, hard-to-cover solo canon. 
Among the big names are Christina Aguilera, an 
unlikely pick for the raw, melisma-defying “Moth- 
er,” and Avril Lavigne, the noted socialist idealist, 
inviting us to “Imagine.” Let the healing begin? 

With 23 cuts on the two-CD version and 34 on 
the extended iTunes edition, there’s good and bad 
Karma to go around—not always lining up how 
you'd expect. Aguilera tames the histrionics, and 
given her famous parental issues, “Mother” is a 
clever choice. Lavigne, meanwhile, brings surprising 
tenderness to “Imagine,” even if her current hit, 
“Girlfriend,” begs the question of how boyfriend- 
stealing will hasten the new utopia. 

If they aren’t bringing the lameness, who is? Try 
U2, whose title track saddles Lennon’s blissfully 


chaotic rocker with a polite backbeat and curiously 
dispassionate Bono vocal. Even Duran Duran are 
able to deliver a livelier take on “Instant Karma,” 
for the iTunes version. They at least get how hec- 
toring Lennon’s anthems could be, while U2 seem 
distracted by the song’s potential to be an inspira- 
tional theme for a refugee-awareness TV special. 

Green Day also get the churlish spirit of 
“Working Class Hero” right, though Billie Joe 
Armstrong’s affectations (“something to beer’’?) 
may be provocative only to speech therapists. 
Jack Johnson’s “Imagine” (one of three renditions 
here) is such a snore, it could prompt a new wave 
of bed-ins. At least R.E.M. mean to get sleepy with 
their faithful “#9 Dream.” 

It’s left to less marquee names to truly merit 
your cash, with the Postal Service, Deftones, anda 
cool Dylan-Harrison matchup—scions Jakob and 
Dhani—generating some of the most revved-up 
or thoughtful reinterpretations. Regina Spektor’s 
“Real Love” outstrips the modest original— 
blasphemous as that is to say—by introducing 
rich undercurrents. Her nearly classical piano 
arrangement adds arun of fearsome, dark chords 
around the “No need to be afraid” section, so that 
when she breaks into the chorus’ tender promise, 
it’s a fantastic sunburst. I’ve never been a huge 
Spektor booster before, but for these three min- 
utes and 56 seconds, she’s my new American idol. 

DOWNLOAD THIS: “Real Love” 
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THE PIXIE 


Mr. Softy 


Tough guy Toby Keith proves he’s 
the man...by letting down his guard. 


As 
Tob 
Keith | 
Big Dog Daddy 

(Show Dog 
Nashville) 
Country 


BY KEN TUCKER 


Toby Keith may be the “Big 
Dog Daddy” of the title tune, 
and you know that brash, braggy 
song is going to sound great in 
atour-date arena. But this al- 
bum, the first he’s produced 
himself, is also his most inti- 
mate, and Keith has founda 
way to let his sensitive side 
show without wimping out. To 


some folks, Keith’s image—the anti—-Dixie Chick, 
the truculent rabble-rouser—gets in the way of 
the music. Yet I don’t know how anyone could 
listen to the delicate, high-lonesome croon he 
applies to “I Know She Hung the Moon,” about a 
comfy but crackling romantic relationship, and 
doubt the guy’s artistic sincerity or his chops. 

If his Southern-rock-riffed power-country 
songs like “Big Dog Daddy” and “Hit It” havea 
certain Hank Williams Jr. bombast, Keith’s 


PIXIES 
UPDATE 


It's been three years 
since they regrouped 
for a world tour and 
penned a new online- 
only single, “Bam 
Thwok.” So whatever 
happened to that 
comeback album from 
the Pixies? There never 
was one, says their rep. 
“In all the time they've 
spent together, nothing 
has taken root.” For 
now, Black is off doing 
his own thing again— 
the frontman’s next 
release, Bluefinger, hits 
stores in September— 
and bassist Kim Deal is 
said to be in the studio 
with her other band, 
the Breeders. —SVL 


Frank Black 
93-03 

(Cooking Vinyl) 
Rock 


The Pixies singer dropped 
nine CDs between the 
iconic alternative band’s 
split in 1993 and their re- 
union 11 years later. This 
retrospective—which in- 
cludes one manic new cut 
(“Threshold Apprehen- 
sion”) and a live bonus 
disc—compiles the best 
bits of that time, from the 
spaced-out jangle of 
Black's first solo efforts to 
grittier sessions with his 
then backing musicians, 
the Catholics. Though not 
as trailblazing as the Pixies 
catalog, 93-03 makes a 
strong case for Black as an 
eccentric visionary in his 
own right. B+ —Simon 
Vozick-Levinson 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Headache” 


Toby Keith, 
a.k.a, Big 
~ Dog Daddy 


head, heart, and nether region seem more fully 


committed on other songs here—in the clever 
wordplay and even more cleverly sung tunes 
such as “Wouldn’t Wanna Be Ya” and “High 


Maintenance Woman.” His power-ballad single 


is the hell-yeah-I’m-earnest “Love Me if You 
Can.” But the fact is, the sexiest song on the 
album—“Burnin’ Moonlight”—is about a hot 
monogamous relationship. All of this suggests 
Keith understands that beyond its default 
mode of rowdiness, country music is the 
soundtrack for adulthood, its pleasures as 
wellas its disillusionments. A~ »DOWNLOAD 
THIS: “I Know She Hung the Moon” 


Matthew Dear 
Asa Breed 

(Ghostly International) 
Dance 


While Dear’s second al- 
bum will likely wind up un- 
der the “dance” blanket at 
your local record store, Asa 
Breed could more helpfully 
be described as spoken- 
word techno. The Detroit 
DJ and musician doesn't 
so much sing as intone 
over percolating, minimal- 
ist electro-pop that would 
be equally at home shaking 
up subwoofers in a night- 
club or coffee mugs at a 
downtown cybercafe. His 
baritone musings can be 
grim, but thrown up 
against the right, shiny 
thythm—as on “Elemen- 
tary Lover"—Dear joyously 
defies categorization. B 
—Neil Drumming 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Elementary Lover” 


| 


Dizzee Rascal 
Maths & English 
(XL) 

Rap 


Not one to slack, Rascal, 
the Brit prince of bravado, 
has fused his grime-rap 
style with old-school 
hip-hop. The result is an 
eclectic, break-dance- 
worthy Slick Rick reincar- 
nation, softened by 
cameos from mainstream 
sensations like Lily Allen 
(“Wanna Be"). That's 
not to say there's a lack 
of vim or vigor. In one of 


M&E's standouts, “Sirens,” 


Rascal channels Jay-Z; 
in another, “P---y'ole,” 
he's a compelling beat- 
boxer. Consider this 
Rascal's bid for Stateside 
stardom—he's no longer 
that Boy in Da Corner. 
A-—Maiya Norton 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Da Feelin’” 


“This album is 


his most 
intimate, and 
Keith has 
found a way 
to let his 
sensitive side 
show without 
wimping out.” 


1 mv 
IGER ARMY 


Tiger Army 
Music From Regions 
Beyond 

(Hellcat) 

Rock 


At what magical cross- 
roads do Morrissey and 
suburban skate rats 
meet? Improbably, both 
the poet laureate of En- 
glish mope and countless 
acolytes of the Vans 
Warped Tour (Tiger Army 
plays its main stage this 
summer) are fans of the 
L.A. trio, and we can see 
why. Frontman Nick 13, 
an unabashed rockabilly 
romantic, emotes in his 
best Smiths-ian warble, 
while his bandmates— 
drums and stand-up 
bass only—bash away at 
pompadour-punk grooves 
with melodic abandon. 
B+ —Leah Greenblatt 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Afterworld” 
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The gift 
that keeps 
on gabbing. 


HAPPY FATHER'S DAY 
FROM 


America’s #1 Prepaid Cell Phone 
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TARGET 


Phone available in most stores 
Also at www.tracfone.com 


“4 IN THE MORNING” 2007 Plagued 
fd by insomnia, she cries, “Stay up till four 
in the morning and the tears are pour- 
ing.” Nobody likes a wet bed, Gwen. 


‘ ee oh La 
neal 


Queens of the 
Stone Age 

Era Vulgaris 
(Interscope) 

Rock 


Summer's here and the 
time is right for grooving 
to fat riffs and big beats. 
QOTSA majordomo Josh 
Homme and his manly men 
o' rock offer plenty of both 
on their fifth CD. But after 
the initial adrenaline kick 
wears off, a discerning 
listener might begin to sus- 
pect that the Los Angeles- 
based band's formula is 
wearing thin. Let's face 
facts, kids: All the beefy 
guitar playing in the world 
can't change the reality 
that there isn’t a single 
song here that you'll re- 
member, or want to return 
to, two summers hence. 
C+ —Tom Sinclair 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Make It Wit Chu” 


“COOL” 2005 A platinum siren in 
pinup-girl shorts and blood-red lips, 

| she writhes on a gold satin coverlet. 
More hot than “Cool,” don’t you think? 


~ 
y 
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Joan as Police 
Woman 

Real Life 

(Cheap Lullaby) 


Rock 


Joan Wasser's star is often 
eclipsed by the talented 
men she's associated 
with—her collaborators 
Antony (of Antony and the 
Johnsons) and Rufus 
Wainwright, not to mention 
her former bandmate and 
lover Jeff Buckley. With 
Real Life, she could steal 
back some of that sparkle 
for herself. Wasser’s warm, 
dusky vocals recall Dusty 
Springfield, and her evoca- 
tive, incisive lyrics, an 
early Ricki Lee Jones. On 
standout tracks such as 
the aching lullaby “The 
Ride” and the anthemic 
“Christobel,” she is, ina 
word, arresting. B+ —LG 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
“Christobel” 


“WIND IT UP" 2006 The Sound of 
Music superfan samples the film’s 
yodels and pays homage to its “My 


“UNDERNEATH IT ALL” 2002 

The singer begins this No Doubt clip as 
a vixen in her bordello-like boudoir, but 
ends it sweetly on clean, white linens. 


The Traveling 
Wilburys 

The Traveling Wilburys 
Collection 
(Wilbury/Rhino) 


Rock reissue 


In 1988, a few graying 
buddies named Bob 
Dylan, George Harrison, 
Tom Petty, Roy Orbison, 
and Jeff Lynne tossed 
together an album ona 
whim. Two years later, they 
reunited, sans the late 
Orbison, to record another. 
The informal supergroup's 
output, now available 
(with a DVD) after being 
out of print for more than 
a decade, is hardly its 
members’ most enduring 
work. Nonetheless, hearing 
these titans shuffle 
through one slapdash 
boogie after another is 
pure fun. A= —SVL 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 

“End of the Line” 


DOE: AUTUMN DE WILDE 


Fabolous 


Big & Rich 
From Nothin’ to Between Raising Hell 
Somethin’ and Amazing Grace 
(Def Jam) (Warner Bros.) 
Rap Country 
Fabolous rarely ventures The MuzikMafia 


outside his comfort zone 
on his fourth LP. And why 
should he? Six years after 
the Brooklyn MC got his 
start, his rhymes flow 

as quickly and cleverly 
as ever from both of his 
familiar personae: the 
flashy Romeo (“First 
Time") and the no- 
nonsense thug (“Joke's 
on You"), All of which 
makes the disc's sole 
surprise—"What Should 
| Do,” in which Fab con- 
vincingly adopts the per- 
spective of an uncertain 
soldier shipped off to 
Afghanistan—that much 
more gripping. B* —SVL 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Return of the Hustle” 


founders/songwriters 
get doused in a flood of 
overprocessed anthems 
on this disastrously 
sequenced third studio 
CD. Following five 
schmoopy tunes about 
mercy and love, the back 
half of the album—kicked 
off by the rollicking 
“Radio"—just reminds us 
of what everything else 
ain't. But when you find 
yourself enjoying a forced 
honky-tonk cover of 
AC/DC's “You Shook Me 
All Night Long” because 
at least they're trying, 
something is very wrong. 
C —Whitney Pastorek 
>DOWNLOAD THIS: 
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Datarock 
Datarock Datarock 
(Nettwerk) 

Rock 


By all rights, dance-rock 
should've been sucked into 
the vortex created by the 
collapse of electroclash. 
But with Talking Heads 
and Devo as its muses, this 
outfit pumps life into a 
flagging genre with a terrif- 
ic, if slightly offbeat, debut. 
The Norwegian duo em- 
brace a chimeric duality— 
disco's coy fromage and 
post-punk’s explosive 
chuff—most notably with 
the single “Fa-Fa-Fa,” 
juiced up with Bootsy 
Collins-like guitars, techno 
drumbeats, and David 
Byrne-inspired vocals. 
Nothing new here, but it 
definitely bears repeating. 
A= —Adrienne Day 
>DOWNLOADTHIS: 
“Fa-Fa-Fa” 


Artist’s Choice 


JOHN DOE 


The punk legend's preferences are alittle bit country, a little bit rock & roll 


- a 


‘ 
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John Doe 

The singer- 
guitarist, a 
founding member 
of the seminal 

L.A. band X, 
releases his eighth 
solo album, A Year 


1. JAMES BROWN Live at the Apollo 
“The intensity and the abandon from both him and the audi- 
ence...you can hear why he became the Godfather of Soul.” 


2. IGGY AND THE STOOGES Raw Power 
“Completely off-kilter, out of control, and eccentric. Every 
great record in its own way has that disruptive effect.” 


3. JONI MITCHELL Blue 
“If there ever were a genius, she is certainly one. This 

record is a perfect convergence of her voice, her songs, 
and the arrangements.” 


4, ELLIOTT SMITH Either/Or 
“Another moment when songwriting, production, and 
singing came together. He 


in the Wilderness, made quiet the new loud—you 
on June 12. could play folk music and not 
look square.” 
5. HANK WILLIAMS 
40 Greatest Hits 


“He was the first tragic rock 
& roll singer, before people 
even knew what that was. 
Hank rewrote musical history 
with his songs.” 


THE JAMES BRO 


~ ***€ SHOWS 


THE CHART 


TOP ALBUMS 


R. KELLY 


The Double Up 
title is a typical 
Kelly threesome 
allusion, but maybe 
fans thought he 
meant “Buy two.” 
First week: 386K. 


THE TOP 20 


R. KELLY Double Up, Jive 


MAROON 5 
It Won't Be Soon Before Long, A&M/Octone 


LINKIN PARK 
Minutes to Midnight, Machine Shop/Warner Bros. 


Cy) ©6JASON ALDEAN Relentless, Broken Bow 


© Aldean, whose first LP is just about 
to pass the million mark, sold 98K 
copies of his sophomore effort—the 
year’s third-best country bow, 


=a) §©=DAUGHTRY Daughtry, RCA 


i) ©6AMY WINEHOUSE 
Back to Black, Universal Republic 


© Likely best-new-artist Grammy 
contenders Winehouse and Robin 
Thicke saw big gains. The “Rehab” 
singer went from 39K to 50K. But her 
increase wasn’t as big as... (see No. 12) 


Ey 
uy) U.S.D.A. 
Young Jeezy Presents U,S.D.A...., Def Jam 


1:3) 6 AVRIL LAVIGNE The Best Damn Thing, RCA 


28 


iJ) MICHAEL BUBLE 
Call Me Irresponsible, Reprise 


ale) =OZZY OSBOURNE Black Rain, Epic 


4)5) CARRIE UNDERWOOD 
Some Hearts, Arista Nashville 


ROBIN THICKE 
The Evolution of Robin Thicke, Interscope 


©... the boost for Thicke, whose week- 
ly sales shot from 19K to 45K after 
Oprah endorsed him as one of her “fa- 
vorite things for summer.” (Now, if 
she'd only show the Used a little love.) 
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a8 NE-YO Because of You, Def Jam 


s¢-5) FERGIE The Dutchess, Interscope 


37 


1-H =TAYLOR SWIFT Toylor Swift, Big Machine 
al-% =©TANK Sex Love & Pain, Blackground 


iy) BONE THUGS-N-HARMONY 
Strength & Loyalty, Full Surface/Interscope 


ut: ©THE USED Lies for the Liars, Reprise 


32 


ni:]) VARIOUS ARTISTS 
Pirates: At World's End soundtrack, Disney 


r4*} VARIOUS ARTISTS 
NOW That's What | Call Music! Vol. 24, Capitol 
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Tina Brown takes a thorough, 

often snippy look at the sad 
life of the late Princess Diana. 
BY TINA JORDAN 


Amore flattering 
portrait of Diana 
(in 1990) 


Back in 1985, Tina Brown, then 
editor of Vanity Fair, wrote a 
cover story about Princess 


CHRONICLES 


in common with...Elizabeth Hurley than with 
those of anyone currently residing in Balmoral.” 
Brown succeeds in one area where previous 


TINA | Diana called “The Mouse That Diana biographers have failed: providing a real 
BROWN | Roared”—a piece whose por- social history, not just of the Spencers but of 
| trayal of Diana as demanding Diana’s social class. Yes, the classic Diana com- 
and difficult set London ment, “Thick as plank, that’s me!” is here, but so 
TinaBrown | atwitter and forever altered is an insightful account of Diana’s early years and 
Biography | her docile, pink-cheeked im- stunningly abysmal boarding-school education. 


age. Brown’s interest in the 
princess, forever piqued, has now been turned into 
a 560-page biography, The Diana Chronicles, out 
in time for the 10th anniversary of Diana’s death. 
This massively researched book—which encom- 


(Who knew how dreadful England’s all-girls 
schools could be?) Her courtship with Charles, 
played out at royal birthdays and the house parties 
of the rich and titled, feels fresh, marred only by 
Brown’s incessant sniping: “The youngest Spencer 


passes the princess’ life in all its messy, sprawling girl may have had an academic transcript the size 
sadness—doesn’t have much new to say. It feels of an index card, but her emotional radar was at 
Backsto ry like a compilation of everything ever written about full power.” And Brown fascinatingly reveals the 
i halahehelhehalaielateteletaieiaeteiet ee Diana. Every book, every magazine article, every inner workings of the royal family—the “Firm,” as 
+ After editing stints interview is recycled and put to use. Every familiar Diana called it—from living arrangements at 


at Vanity Fair, The 
New Yorker, and Talk 
magazines, Tina 


Brown headed to TV. nous wedding dress, whose billows barely fit in the this shrewd, often venomous bio. It’s as if she 
But her weekly CNBC coach. That's not to say it’s all rehash. Brown spent wants to out-bitch Kitty Kelley while still main- 
talk show, Topic [A] years interviewing her many sources and serves up taining her reservation at Michael’s, Manhattan’s 
With Tina Brown, countless small tidbits, usually spiked with nasty literary haunt. Isn’t it bad enough that the 
tanked after two commentary: “As she entered her thirty-seventh princess will be plastered on magazine covers and 2 
years, averaging only year, Diana told herself she was looking for love. featured in even more cheesy TV retrospectives? a 
62,000 viewers But what she was really seeking was a guy witha For Diana’s sake, one hopes this book is the last of 8 


in its final year. 
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quote and story, no matter how tiny, is tucked in 
here, from her early school award for keeping the 
best guinea pig to the way she planned her volumi- 


Gulfstream. Her needs at this juncture had more 


Kensington Palace to set-piece dinners at Balmoral. 
It’s curious that a writer as gifted as Brown has 
chosen to add to this summer’s Diana frenzy with 


its kind. She’s dead. Let her rest in peace. 


Privilege and 
Scandal 


Janet Gleeson 
Nonfiction 


Long before 
Princess Diana, 
another mem- 
ber of the Spen- 
cer clan lived a 
whirlwind life of high fash- 
ion, marital indiscretion, 
and harsh media attention. 
Whether hobnobbing with 
her pal, the Prince of Wales, 
sparring with Lord Byron, or 
watching from the Palais 
du Louvre as Napoleon 
rallied his troops, aristocrat 
Harriet Spencer had a first- 
hand view of the turmoil 
gripping late-18th-century 
Europe. Likewise, tragedy 
marked her life: a beloved 
sister's death, her first 
husband's huge gambling 
debts, and a mysterious 
illness that left her wheel- 
chair-bound. At its heady 
best, Gleeson’s page- 
turner reads like a frothy 
romance. A= —Karen Leigh 


FROM HEADBANGERS TO DOPPELGANGEF 


MARTIN 
CRUZ 
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The Maytrees 


Annie Dillard 
Novel 


Each paragraph 
of Dillard's 
novel is a thing 
san Of beauty, 
pvt) meticulously 
crafted and vivid, whether 
expressing the loveliness 
of a seascape or a man’s 
inner turmoil. As a running 
narrative, though, it’s less 
successful. Toby Maytree 
and Lou Bigelow fall in 
love, marry, have a child, 
separate for exceedingly 
vague reasons, and im- 
probably reconcile decades 
later, in old age. Like Mari- 
lynne Robinson, Dillard 
addresses big issues of for- 
giveness and grace, but 
handles them with less 
authority. Lou is impossibly 
angelic; her struggle for 
serenity is won so easily 
it’s both unconvincing and 
uninteresting. Instead, 
savor Dillard's use of lan- 
guage. B+ —Jennifer Reese 


MAY PRAE 


A Buffalo in the 
House 

R.D. Rosen 
Nonfiction 


ss Veryl Good- 
night and her 
husband, Roger 
ype Brooks, didn't 
/2 =) intend to adopt 
the orphaned bison calf that 
Veryl was using as a model 
for her latest sculpture. But 
fate persuaded them to 
keep the woolly creature, 
at first in the barn outside 
their suburban Santa Fe 
home. Charlie, in turn, invites 
himself into the couple's 
kitchen, their bedroom, and 
(you knew it was coming) 
their hearts. But this is more 
than a touching man-beast 
buddy tale. In addition to 
wittily recounting other bi- 
son owners’ lessons “in hu- 
man hubris, Large Mammal 
Division,” Rosen lovingly 
chronicles the history of an 
embattled species and its 
importance in the American 
West. A= —Hannah Tucker 


Check the 
Technique 
Brian Coleman 
Non/fiction 
PAPERBACK 


Rappers are not 
the easiest 
people to pin 
down. So Cole- 
man gets props 
for the exhaustive effort it 
took to interview the writers 
and producers of three dozen 
seminal hip-hop albums. He 
doesn't merely compile 
fresh liner notes and anec- 
dotes from stars like Q-Tip, 
Chuck D, and Too $hort. He 
captures hip-hop's spirit 
from the ‘80s to the mid- 
‘90s, when inner-city kids 
discovered music through 
samples crammed into 
SP-1200 drum machines, 
learned the biz from shady 
contracts, and built their 
personae from their stage 
names up. Most admirably, 
Coleman sits back and lets 
these born storytellers talk. 
B+ —Neil Drumming 


Four Seasons in 
Rome 

Anthony Doerr 
Memoir 


This memoir of 
my novelist Doerr's 
year abroad 
with his stal- 
wart wife and 
newborn twin sons is a 
hymn not only to the Eternal 
City but also to life itself. 
Doerr (The Shell Collector) 
celebrates the quotidian 
wonder of starlings swoop- 
ing above the Seven Hills at 
dusk, marvels at the genius 
of ancient naturalist Pliny 
the Elder, and recounts— 
often hilariously—the com- 
plications of encountering a 
new culture while chroni- 
cally sleep-deprived. “A 
good journal entry ought 
[to] be a love letter to the 
world,” Doerr writes. Rome 
is exactly that, a passionate 
reflection about learning to 
see that celebrates both 
the foreign and familiar. A~ 
—Rebecca Ascher-Walsh 


SALTY 


Mark Haskell Smith (paperback) While va- 
cationing in Thailand, an aging rock star and 
his wife get mixed up with murder, kidnapping, 
and Homeland Security. Grisliest Death “A 
whiny cheapskate from Seattle, his head 
bashed in by the butt of an AK-47." Lowdown 
» Smith gets the details of midlevel rock 

> stardom just right—his bumbling hero is a pot- 
bellied bassist for Metal Assassin—mixing > 
laughs and satire like a cross between Car! 
Hiaasen and Ross Thomas. A=—Ken Tucker 


STALIN’S GHOST 


Martin Cruz Smith As detective Arkady 
Renko investigates the appearance of 
Joseph Stalin's spirit on a Moscow train, the 
dogged cop is also forced to confront some 
more personal ghosts. Grisliest Death A 
WWiIl-era mine that “at close range...could 
cut a man in half"—and does. Lowdown 
Smith skillfully evokes a very modern Russia, 
where American spin doctors assist home- 
grown political candidates and killings take 
place amid KFC tubs. B* —Clark Collis | ANH 
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BLOOD LIES 

Daniel Kalla ER doc Ben Dafoe has a great 
explanation when Seattle police match his 
DNA to blood found at the scene of his ex- 

5 fiancée’s murder: It belongs to his drug-deal- 
ing identical twin, Aaron. Problem is, Aaron’s 
been presumed dead for two years. Grisliest 
Death Stabbing, with wounds “so long and 
deep that a loop of small intestine poked | 
through.” Lowdown Kalla‘s well-paced 
medical thriller has twists that surprise us, 
but always make sense. B® —Will Boisvert 


DOUBLE TAKE 

Catherine Coulter Husband-wife FBI agents 
Savich and Sherlock go to San Francisco to 
help agent Cheney Stone protect a murdered 
psychic's widow from a hitman. The case 
foggily involves a Vertigo-ish missing woman 
and her double. Grisliest Death Garoting. 
Lowdown Hitchcock it ain't. Coulter's 
campy psychics are a hoot, but disjointed 
plotlines, sappy banter, and a too-cozy 
clique of recurring characters make her 11th 
FBI thriller feel like a soap opera. B= —WB 
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Create the perfect Father's Day gift 
at a KODAK Picture Kiosk. You can 
go big with enlargements, re-tell 
your favorite story in a collage, or 
personalize a card— 


Get $3 off an 8"x 10" enlargement 
or 8"x 10" collage. 


Visit www.kodak.com/go/kioskgifts 
for great deals on enlargements. 


Eastman Kodak Company, 2007. Kodak is a trademark of 
Eastman Kodak Company. 


a, Author Maupin 


An Author You Can’t Refuse 


- GOLDEN (GATE) OLDIE 


After 18 years, San Francisco icon Armistead Maupin 
updates the beloved Tales of the City. BY JENNIFER REESE 


“T can state with no hesitation what- 
soever that this is the happiest time 
in my life,” says Armistead Maupin, 
sitting in the cozy living room of the 
San Francisco bungalow he shares 
with 35-year-old Web producer 
Christopher Turner, whom he married 
in Vancouver nearly five months ago. 
At 63, Maupin is not only an 
unashamedly dizzy newlywed (“When 
I first saw Christopher, I thought, 
“Man, he’s lovely’ And then to discover 
to your amazement that you also love 
the heart and soul of the person...”), 
but he is also about to publish Michael 
Tolliver Lives, the first new install- 
ment of his popular Tales of the City 
in 18 years. Set in sexually freewheel- 
ing San Francisco, the original Tales 
first appeared in the San Francisco 
Chronicle in 1976, eventually spawn- 
ing a hit PBS miniseries and five— 
now six—sequels. 

The Tales have always been woven 
inextricably into the fabric of Maupin’s 
life. In 1977, he came out to his con- 
servative North Carolina parents by 
having Michael Tolliver—his genial 
fictional alter ego—send a coming-out 
letter to his own conservative South- 


ern parents. Later, Maupin became 
one of the first novelists to address the 
AIDS crisis in the Tales sequel Baby- 
cakes, published by the Chronicle in 
1983. “A lot of people criticized me 
for interrupting their morning enter- 
tainment,” says Maupin. “A lot of gay 
people! They said Tales was supposed 
to be about entertainment. Of course, 
it was really supposed to be about life, 
and that’s what life had thrown us and I 
saw no way I could nof talk about it.” 

The new novel is narrated by 
Michael, providing a narrower focus 
than previous Tales. “I was interested 
in pursuing the life of an aging gay man, 
and Michael was the perfect vehicle,” 
says Maupin. “However, as soon as I 
started writing, I found that, one by 
one, all the other characters stepped 
forward and asked to be present. It felt 
natural, so I went with it.” Next up: 
another volume of Tales. “Whatever I 
have to offer seems to come through 
those characters,” says Maupin. “And 
I see no reason to abandon them.” 


For more of our interview, 
including Maupin’s comments on the word 
faggot, closeted gay stars, and the perils of 
self-Googling, go to EW.com. 
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Mere Anarchy 
Woody Allen 
Humor Collection 


In his first hu- 
mor compendi- 
um in 27 years, 
Allen still loves 
to mix highbrow 
touches (a theater producer 
develops a musical based 
on the life of Alma Mahler) 
with absurdist shtick (“I 
must go. | have a pet rac- 
coon home that needs 
milking”). But sometime 
after writing such hilarious 
‘70s collections as Getting 
Even, Allen bought a bigger 
thesaurus—and it does not 
serve his comedy well. In 
these short pieces, most of 
which originally appeared 
in The New Yorker, amusing 
premises are so overwritten 
(“he could emend the sce- 
nario with sufficient cunning 
as to manumit you forever”) 
that the humor becomes 
impenetrable, buried under 
a pile of obscure synonyms. 
C —Josh Wolk 


North River | The Blood of 


Pete Hamill Flowers 
Novel | Anita Amirrezvani 
In 1934 Man- | Debut Novel 
see) hattan,it'snot | In this modern- 
just the De- seeming com- 
pression that's | ing-of-age 
got James De- story set in 


laney down. After his wife 17th-century 
mysteriously goes MIA and | _ Iran, the nameless 14-year- 
his only daughter takes off old narrator aims to use her 
(leaving 2-year-old son carpet-making skills to snag 
Carlito with Delaney), the herself a husband. Then 
Irish doctor faces lonely her father dies, leaving her 
parenthood. Worse, De- without a dowry, and she 
laney saves a kingpin’s life and her mother must move 
and gets caught in a Mob to the city of Isfahan and 
showdown. Then Rose, a into the service of a wealthy 
sage Italian woman hired | uncle—who happens to be 
to care for the child, enters tug maker to the Shah. In 
his world. Between her and Isfahan, the narrator culti- 
the infectious Carlito, De- vates her weaving ability 
laney musters the courage and learns there’s more to 
to really live again. Hamill's life than marrying well. 
love story casts an engag- Though the flowery prose 
ing spell, and Manhattan- can be distracting, Amir- 
lovers will delight in the rezvani skillfully threads 
gritty particulars (“haughty culture, romance, and art 
mansions peering down at into an elegant tale of self- 
them in limestone disdain’). realization and empower- . 
A=——Tanner Stransky ment. B+ —Allyssa Lee 


From Our Columnist 


crime drama: Clay Blaisdell Jr., a gentle, simpleminded petty 
criminal, kidnaps a baby for $1 million in ransom. “He doesn’t 
know he’s doing evil,” says King. Flashbacks to the dopey 
guy's childhood illuminate the root of his crooked ways. 
“Without them,” King adds, “he’s just an immoral figure who 
does a terrible thing. You're forced to see the reason.” 
While Blaze is supposedly Bachman’s final unpublished 
work, King isn’t willing to put the last nail in his alter ego's 
coffin (Bachman “died” in 1985). “Uhhh, well, there might 
always be something that gets found ina cellar some- 
where,” he says with a chuckle. “You just never know.” —TS 


‘BLAZE’ 


Just thank Stephen King's assistant, Marsha 
DeFilippo. Without her, the latest addition to the 
ENTERTAINMENT WEEKLY columnist’s Richard Bach- 
man series never would have seen the light of day. 
“| thought it was lost,” says King of Blaze, which 
he originally penned in 1973, just before Carrie. 
DeFilippo discovered the original manuscript ina 
library where he kept old files. “My memory of Blaze 
was that it wasn’t very good. When | came back to 
it years later, | thought, ‘This is actually okay.” 

In a departure from Thinner and other Bachman 
titles, Blaze is a soft-boiled 


BAGHALAN 


THE CHARTS 


HARDCOVER BEST-SELLERS 


A THOUSAND 
SPLENDID SUNS 


The Kite Runner author 
Khaled Hosseini continues 
to catch wind with his 
second book: Suns has 
already gone back to press 
four times in one week. 


FICTION TOP 10 


A THOUSAND SPLENDID SUNS Khaled Hosseini 


© Hosseini—whose debut novel, ‘The Kite Run- 
ner,’ has spent 115 weeks on the ‘New York Times’ 
paperback best-seller list—is back with another 
saga of Afghanistan in turmoil. ‘Suns,’ with 1.3 
million copies in print, follows the plight of two 
women as they battle the same abusive man. 


THE OVERLOOK Michael Connelly 


© ‘The Overlook,’ the 13th novel in Connelly’s 
series about LAPD detective Harry Bosch, was 
originally published as a 16-part serial in ‘The 
New York Times Magazine.’ However, the 
book includes new characters and story lines. 


THE 6TH TARGET James Patterson 3 
ee 
BAD LUCK AND TROUBLE Lee Child 2 
FTeomonenorbimmine roe 
Freon POUREMENS NONI + 


SIMPLE GENIUS David Baldacci 5 


RANT Chuck Palahniuk 


4 
NINETEEN MINUTES Jodi Picoult 12 


NONFICTION TOP 10 wens 
‘OM LIST 


1 THE SECRET Rhonda Byrne 2 


THE ASSAULT ON REASON A! Gore 1 
© Inthe follow-up book to his Oscar-winning 
documentary ‘An Inconvenient Truth,’ the 
former VP has turned his attention to another 
threatened environment: U.S. politics. 
3) THE REAGAN DIARIES Ronald Reagan En 
4 THE DANGEROUS BOOK FOR BOYS 
GOD IS NOT GREAT Christopher Hitchens 
EINSTEIN Walter Isaacson 
REPOSITION YOURSELF T_D. Jakes Bae | 
ALONG WAY GONE Ishmael Beah | 35 | 
ANIMAL, VEGETABLE, MIRACLE Barbara Kingsolver 
with Steven Hopp and Camille Kingsolver 
aie} $=WHERE HAVE ALL THE LEADERS GONE? Lee lacocca | 6 | 


Conn and Hal Igguiden 
SOURCE: PUBLISNERS WEEKLY. WEEK OF MAY 22-28. 2007 
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REPEAT 


AFTER ME 


» By Dalton Ross 


For & weekly, expanded version af The Glilttoii, oF to 
talk baék to Dalton, go to ew.eom/glitton 


an you believe how shocking that Lost finale was? You know, 
with Charlie’s death, the flash-forward, and Jack’s ridiculous- 
looking Chia Beard. What's that? You missed it? Hey, no prob- 
lem. You can simply check it out when it re-airs...um, never! 
The summer rerun is slowly becoming a thing of the past, especially 
for serialized programs. Gone are the days when we could join any show 
late and be comforted in the knowledge that those missed 
early episodes were waiting for us once June rolled around. 

I never really thought I would curse the day when networks 
offered us year-round original programming, but that was 
before said original programming included William Shatner 
driving around a racetrack in something called Fast Cars & 
Superstars. This “high-octane” reality show is just one of the 
many offerings ABC is choosing to present instead of trying to 


win back Lost fans. There’s Ex-Wives Club, a show in which “I never 
Marla Maples gives advice to the recently divorced, and Shaq’s thought | 


program featuring tennis star Mark...Philiprepos- 
terous? Philadelphia? Phili... Hell, I can’t even spell 
his name, much less care about his show. Meanwhile, 
over at CBS, instead of Survivor: Fiji, the network is 
showing Pirate Master, which, come to think of it, is 
actually the same exact show—so I suppose I have no 
beef there. That leaves us with Fox. I fell off the last 
seasons of 24 and Prison Break, but I'd still like to 
know how they end. Instead, the only mystery I’ve 
been left to unravel is why everyone keeps disap- 
pearing from On the Lot. In less than a week, Fox’s 
reality filmmaking competition lost six contestants, 
one host (Chelsea Handler), millions of viewers, even 
Brett Ratner—with barely any explanation whatso- 
ever. I have an explanation: The show stinks! 

But it’s not just crummy network summer offer- 
ings that make me long for the days of reruns. It’s 
also that many of these hibernating serialized shows 
are just so dang good. I could—and would—watch 
Heroes’ recent “possible future” episode or the Ben 
flashback installment of Lost as many times as the 
networks dared to air them. In fact, they practically 
demand repeat viewings if you want to figure every- 
thing out. And tell me that the carefree comedy of 
Ugly Betty—which seems practically made for the 
lazy days of June—wouldn’t be just as 
delicious on a second serving. You can’t, 
because it would be. [fit were on right now. 

I know what you’re thinking: Why 
don’t I just wait for the DVD or go watch 
these programs online? The answer is 
simple: I’m cheap. C’mon, paying for net- 
work television? Itjust seems wrong. And 
while I could bypass iTunes and get the 
episodes straight from the network web- 
site for free, I don’t have any desire to 
watch TV on my computer while sitting 


Big Challenge, which, on the plus side, tackles the issue of child wouldcurse  atadesk. I want TV on my TV! While I 


obesity. (On the minus side, it features the star of Kazaam.) 
And let’s not forget about The Next Best Thing, whose goal is 
to find America’s best celebrity impersonator. (Note: Shows 
that blatantly impersonate American Idol are not eligible.) 
But it’s notjust ABC—there is plenty of blame to go around. 
If youcame late to the Heroes party and were hoping to see how 
it all began, you'll have to wait at least two more months. But look 


year-round stretch out on the couch, spill Cheez Doo- 
original pro- 
gramming, with networks that are less concerned 
butthat was  withbuilding—andrewarding—an audi- 


before Fast ence for a new drama like Heroes than 
Cars & wasting our time with a tennis player like 


dles on the rug, and blame the kids for 
the mess. Instead of that bliss, we're faced 


Mark...Philipasta? Philimpossible? Oh, 


what NBC hasin store for you instead: Age of Love! It’sadating Superstars.” you know who I’m talking about. = 


THE FIVE The Top Five Most Awesomely Preppy ’80s Movie Villains 


1. James Spader in 2. William Zabka in 3. Ted McGinley in 
Pretty in Pink The Karate Kid Revenge of the Nerds 
The white suit. The dan- More of a lifetime achieve- The notorious “show killer” 
gling cigarette. Quite sim- ment award for his jerk simply kills as Stan Gable. 
ply, the prep f work in The sweater- 
villain against Karate, Back tied-around- 
which all to School, the-neck look 
others must © and Just One is classic 

be measured. of the Guys. McGinley. 
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4. Craig Sheffer in S. Aaron Dozier in 
Some Kind of Better Off Dead 
Wonderful The thinking man’s preppy 
He's ripping off my boy ‘80s villain, he even comes 
Spader a bit. complete lll 

Which could with the 

be why Lea : totally bad- 

Thompson , ass name of 

dumps him. Roy Stalin. 
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MOVIE MAGIC. MULTIPLIED. 


FROM MOVIE MAKING TO MOVIE WATCHING, Intel® Core™ technology is 
; a key ingredient. Pixar used it while making Ratatouille, and the advanced 
computing capabilities let them bring the movie to life faster than ever. 


You can enjoy the same performance when you're watching movies on your 

‘ PC - athome or on-the-go - with the Intel® Core2 Duo processor. With your 
notebook, get up to 2X better mobile performance’ and great battery life. 
The Intel® Core”2 Duo processor excels at the most intensive entertainment 
applications, allowing you to enjoy high-def audio and video. 

GREAT ENTERTAINMENT STARTS WITH INTEL INSIDE. 


Find out what's cooking at edb ices iat aaa 


JUNE 29. 


measured by PCMark*0S comparing latest-generation Inte!" Centrino® processor technology-based notebooks with a frequency single-core 
-based notebook. Actual performance may vary. See httpy/www.intelcom/performance/mobile/benchmarkshtm for important additional information. 


As 
Intel Centrino processor technology- 
© 2007 Intel Corporation. All rights reserved. Intel, the Intel logo, Intel Core and Core Inside ar are trademarks of Intel Corporation in the U.S. and other countries. Ratatouille elements © Disney/Pixar. 
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